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IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, -4pril 30, 1834. 


A message was received from the President of |, 


the United States, upon executive business, by 
Mr. Done son, his Private Secretary. 

Mr. WEBSTER, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, reported a bill from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, making appropriations for the War 
Department, without amendment. Onhis motion, 
the bill was recommitted to the same committee. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr. SPRAGUE presented a memorial from in- 
habitants of Hallowell, Maine, in favor of the res- 
toration of the deposites to the Bank of the United 
States,and praying a recharter of that institution. 

Mr. SPRAGUE said, that these memorialists 
complain of the prevalence of deep distress in their 
community, owing to the belligerent attitude 
assumed by the President of the United States 
towards the bank, as developed in the recent meas- 
ures of Government; and they protest against it, 
and say, that the power over the Treasury, which 
the Executive has claimed in the protest, rightfully 
belongs to the Congress of the United States. He 


had retracted the claim set up in the protest, but, 
Mr. S. said, he believed it was only ambiguous, 
and left the claim of power just where it was, and 
where it might be put forth in all its rigor, or dis- 
claimed according to circumstances. He says all 
the officers of Government are his officers, are 
executive officers, and under the control of the 
Executive; and in the supplement he says he don’t 
mean to control the money, but he is accountable 
for the conduct of the officers, and, therefore, he has 
the possession and custody of the public money. 
He says, Congress may designate the place where 
the money is to be kept, but that he is the keeper 
of the key. These petitioners are citizens of the 
most Democratic county in the State of Maine, 
and they speak with but one voice. They have 
not yet had their entire fields swept over by the 
dark and bitter waters of Jacksonism, but they say 
they wish this experiment put an end to, lest this 
confiding and generous, yet brave people, may be 
driven to despair. 

Mr. SHEPLEY said, it was not his desire to 
enter into this question upon the presentation of 
memorials; but as some remarks had been made 
in relation to his State, which seemed to call fora 
remark, he would say a word or two. His col- 
league had said that but one voice proceeded from 
Kennebeck. True; and if that one voice was the 
memorials presented here, there was but one voice 
from Maine. Those persons who believe the con- 
duct and measures of the Administration to be cor- 
rect, never take the trouble to present memorials or 
resolutions. The State of Maine now gives more 
than 70,000 votes; and a short time ago it gave 
60,000; and yet, here are evidences of opinion 
from Maine, notwithstanding resolutions appro- 
batory of the conduct of the whole Administration 
passed one branch of the Legislature by a vote of 
119 to 53, and 22 to 2 in the other branch. These 
are, to be sure, the only exhibitions of public senti- 
menton that side. The Stateof Maine rests on her 
own quiet dignity; her people feel that her Legis- 
lature has expressed their opinions, and that the 
have not been done by disorderly, tumultuous 
expressions of public meetings. She is willing 
that they shall be heard, but constitutionally heard, 
through the ballot boxes. And what was this 
public expression, so much relied on? All this 
show was some 2,600, out of 60,000 or 70,000, and 
yet we hear intimations thrown out as if there was 
some great expression of opinion from Maine, 
which would induce a belief that the expression 
of the Legi re was not rightful. 

Mr. 8. nted these views only to show, not 
what might at some future day be her opinions, 
for he pretended not to pronounce what they might 
be in future times, but what they were now. It 
was sufficient for him to look at the expressions 
ef opinions as they were, and as they were ex- 


pressed in the legitimate mode. But he understood 
| that there was anew mode of electioneering adopt- 






| panied by some remarks of an electioneering ten- | 


| distinguished by marks of Democracy; and if she 


| than in the sense of the new name which had been 
knew that it was said by some that the supplement || 


| of it. 
| the paper which was the subject of so much re- || 








| who was despatched by General Washington on 
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| 
ed—new here, at least; and he, for one, would } 
not have believed that this assembly would have || 
been so occupied for five months past. Not a | 
petition had been presented, but it was accom- 


dency, and so avowed. Whether the people will | 
think the Senate so constituted are conforming to 
their duty, they will judge. 


Mr. S. supposed this | 
body was designe 


for different purposes. It | 


seemed now that reason was no longer to be oper- || 


ated on, but excitement, appeals to the passions 
and prejudices of the people, and intimations of | 
some strange events about to occur, was the order 
of the day. 


This was the new mode of election- | 





| eering; and the whole system was to be a new || 


one—ail for good, no doubt; and it was not more | 
true that it wasa new system than that new names | 
were devised, and new systems applicable to par- | 
ticular districts of the country. Mr. S. said, he | 
could not perceive that Kennebeck was especially 


was entitled to that appellation, in any other sense 





| 


given her, he differed in opinion as to the justness || 
But this was not the time for investigating || 


mark. He hoped a fair, full, and deliberate inves- || 


| tigation would be given to it; but until the paper || 


should be received, he would withhold any com- || 
ments he had to make. | 

The memorial was read, and referred to the | 
Committee on Finance. | 

Mr. SMITH presented a memorial, signed by |' 
about 300 inhabitants of Coventry, Connecticut, || 
praying that Congress would make an appropria- || 


| 
tion to erect a monument to the memory of Cap- || 
tain Nathan Hale, of the revolutionary army, 


secret service, to the British camp, and after having 
successfully performed the objects of his mission, 
was arrested on his return, tried, condemned, and 
executed as a spy. 

The memorial was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. WHITE presented the petition of Theodo- 
rick B. Rice; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. MOORE presented the petition of William 
Walker and others; which was referred to the same 
committee. 

Mr. KENT presented a memorial of sundry 
citizens of Baltimore in support of the establish- 
ment of the warehouse system; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. NAUDAIN presented the petition of Boyd 
Reilly, stating that he had invented and patented 
an improvement in the use of vapor baths, which 





he conceived would be important to the army and 
navy, and desiring Congress to purchase a right. 
Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
Mr. BENTON presented the aa of the 
Right Reverend Bishop Rosati, of St. Louis, Mis- 
souri, and others, praying to be released from the 
payment of duties, amounting to upwards of $600, 
which accrued on a set of bells imported from 
Havre, in France, for the Roman Catholic Cathe- 





dral in St. Louis. Referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. BENTON presented the petition of Colonel 
A. R. Woolley, praying an appropriation to cover 
a sum due him for pay and emoluments while set- 
tling his accounts, and which sum is not included 
in any appropriation yet made. Referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, asked to be discharged from the 
farther consideration of the resolution in refer- 
ence to public lands, as affecting Galena, Illinois. 
Agreed to. 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from the same committee, 
reported unfavorably upon the petition of Benja- 
min S. Polk; which report, bn motion of Mr. 
MOORE, was laid upon the table. 





Von. 1....No. 23. 
Mr. McKEAN,; from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of James McFarland. 
Agreed to. 
Mr WRIGHT, fromthe Committee on Claims, 
made an unfavorable report upon the petition of 


Samuel Hardesty. The report was ordered to be 
printed. 





|| Mr. SMITH, from the Committee on the Judi- 


ciary, reported a bill in favor of David Beard; 
| which was read, and the report ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. NAUDAIN, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported a bill from the House of Representatives, 


|| for the relief of Francoise Suzone, without amend- 


ment. 
SPECIAL ORDER. 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the special order, being Mr. Biss’s amendment 
to Mr. Poinpexrer’s resolutions with regard to 

| the President’s protest. 
| Mr. CLAY spoke at length in favor of the 
| resolutions, when 

Mr. WRIGHT obtained the floor, and, upen 
his motion, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, -fpril 30, 1834. 


Mr. J. Q@. ADAMS obtained leave to notify to 
the House, that on to-morrow he would ask leave 
to present a bill to restrict the Corporations of 
Alexandria, Georgetown, and Washington, from 


| issuing notes of a less denomination than ten dol- 
l 


ars. 


Mr. WAYNE reported a bill for the relief of 
Alexander Scott, and 


Mr. PARKER, a bill for the relief of James 


| Tucker and John Judge; which bills were read 


twice and committed. 
Mr. R. M. JOHANSON reported, from the 
Committee on Military Affairs, a joint resolution, 


giving a right of way at Harper’s Ferry to the 


railroad company, through lands the property of 
the United States, and a report in relation thereto; 
which, on his motion, was ordered to be printed. 
The joint resolution, by the rule, lies on the table 
one day for consideration. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee, reported a bill fur- 
ther to amend the judiciary system of the United 
States; which was read twice, committed, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Thomas McClelland; 
which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. WILLIAMS reported a bill to equalize 
the representation from the Territory of Florida; 
which was ordered to be printed, and the consider- 
ation postponed until to-morrow. 

Mr. PARKER, of New Jersey, obtained leave 
to submitt the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Cam- 
den, by way of Amboy, to New York. 

The resolution was agreed to. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
resolution submitted by Mr. Marpis: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of reporting a bill requiring the ya ge? of 
the Treasury to deposite the public moneys of the 
United States in the State banks; and, also, as 
to the expediency of defining by law all contracts 
hereafter to be made with the Secretary for the 
safe-keeping, management, and disbursement of 
the same. pt 

Together with the substitute offered by Mr. 
Corwin, of Ohio, declaring that the reasons of- 
fered by the ee for the removal of the 
public depiosites from the United States Bank are 
insufficient and unsatisfactory. 

Mr. McKENNAN resumed, and spoke at length 
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in favor of the amendment submitted by Mr. | 
Corwin. 

Mr. GALBRAITH then obtained the floor, but | 
was obliged ae his remarks. 


The SPEA 
from the Comptroller of the Treasury. 

The military commutation bill was postponed 
until to-morrow. ; 

The motion submitted by Mr. Mercer, in rela- 
tion to the Potomac bridge, was agreed to. 

The House then, on motion of Mr. POLK, 
resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, (Mr. Husparp in the 
chair.) 

On motion of Mr. C. P. WHITE, the bill to 
reguiate the value of foreign coins was taken up 
and considered. 


On motion of Mr. WAYNE, the bill to extend 
the time allowed to discharge the duties of the 
commissioners employed to carry into effect the 
convention with France being taken up and read— 

Mr. WILLIAMS said he had heard no good 
reason why this time should be extended to this 
board of commissioners. He must, therefore, 
oppose it. 


ER presented various accounts | 
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| subject to be sent to a committee for inquiry as to 


ing them. But he did not think the coe 
of bis colleague would remedy the evil, even if it 


| could be properly introduced in an appropriation | 


Mr. BEARDSLEY onid this wae a very proper j including also expenses incurred by commissioners 


the existence of abuses and the means of correct-_ 


in taking testimony, and for payment of balance 
of claims admitted in due course of settlement at 
the Treasury, one thousand nine hundred and 

_ thirty-eight dollars and sixty-two cents. 

For stationery and books for the offices of com- 


bill. | missioners of loans, one thousand two hundred 
Messrs. HORACE EVERETT, SELDEN, | dollars. 

CAMBRELENG, GILLET, BURGES, and | For registers of ships and vessels, and lists of 

‘LURRILL, made some remarks upon the ques- || crews, two thousand three hundred dollars. 

tion; after which the amendments to the amend-|| Mr. McKAY inquired why the amount for mis- 

ment were rejected; and the question being taken || cellaneous claims should be increased to 20,000 

on the original amendment proposed by Mr. SEL- || dollars? 

DEN, it appeared that a quorum had not voted. || Mr. POLK moved to reduce the amount to 
Mr. ADAMS, of Massachusetts, suggested to | 12,000 dollars. Agreed to. 

the gentleman from New York, (Mr. Sexpen,}the | For the salaries of the Ministers of the United 





| expediency of bringing the subject of his amend- | Statesto Great Britain, France, Spain, and Russia, 


r. ARCHER suggested to the honorable mem- | 


ber that this opposition should be postponed until 
the bill was before the House. 

[t was then laid aside, and ordered to be reported 
to the House. 


On motion of Mr. ARCHER, the bill to extend 
the time to carry into effect the convention with 
the King of the Two Sicilies, was also taken up 
and considered. 


The consideration of the appropriation bill was 
then resumed. 

The amendment proposed by Mr. Setpven, to 
restrict the district attorneys of the United States 
from bringing separate actions on custom-house 
bonds, and to compel them to consolidate them, 


ment before the Judiciary Committee, with a view | 36,000 dollars. 
to its permanent settlement. | Mr. FOOT moved to strike out ‘‘ Great Britain 

The question being again taken, the amendment || and Russia,’’ and to reduce the amount to 18,000 
was rejected. || dollars. 

Mr. McK AY stated that heshould, in the House, | Mr. F. said, as an appropriation of this nature 
move an amendment restricting the appropriations | had been made last year for ambassadors to those 
for the courts of the United States, in the Territo- || courts, where there had been no ambassadors, the 
ries, to cases arising under the laws of the United | amount ought to be at present in the Treasury, and 


States. The estimate of the expenses for the courts | 
in theTerritory of Florida, for the year, was $27,000, || 


| more than was expended in twelve of the sover- || 


| cases arising under the local laws of the Territory. 


eign States of this Union. This happened from | 
the fact that the money was expended upon the | 


His amendment would also apply to the courts in | 


‘the District of Columbia, where $42,000 were, | 


according to the estimates, to be expended this | 


| year, more than was expended in the fifteen or | 


to prevent unnecessary expenses thereon, being 


ending— 


Mr. DICKERSON submitted an amendment in | 
lieu thereof, in substance to provide that no money 


shall be paid as costs to the district attorneys, 


unless the courts shall certify that the costs were 


justly due. 


Mr. SELDEN entered into an explanation, to 


| part of Missouri, lately purchased from the Cataw- | 


show that this would not fully meet the evils which 


he wished to remedy. 

Mr. 8. said his proposition was, that no more 
costs should be paid to the district attorney than 
if they had consolidated all the claims which could 
be consolidated. This threw the burden of proof 
upon the attorneys. He did not charge the attor- 
ney of the southern district of New York with any 


improper conduct. He presumed he had followed | 


the example set him by his predecessors in office. 
In Philadelphia he knew of a case in which seven 
hundred indictments were prosecuted on seven 


hundred chests of tea improperly taken from the | 


custom-house. Other abuses of the same kind 
were practised under the present law. 

Mr. WAYNE said, the gentleman from New 
York seemed to go upon the ground that there 
were abuses to be corrected. If the gentleman 
would suspend his measure, he would pledge him- 
self that the subject should be properly investi- 
gated by the Judiciary or some other committee, 


and proper means resorted to, to correct any exist-_ 


ing abuses. For reasons which he referred to, he 
considered the appropriation bill as an improper 
place for introducing the measure. 

Mr. GILLET opposed the amendment, and 
stated that the bill did not make any provision for 
costs in civil suits, and the amendment would, 
therefore, be inapplicable and inoperative. 


| the unexpended balance of former appropriations, 


Mr. HUNTINGTON advocated the amend- | 


ment. If the amendment passed, no matter 


_ sioners, and translator for the final adjustment of | 


whether the bill provided for costs in civil suits or | 


not, no Solicitor of the Treasury would pay costs 
except in cases where it appeared that the suits 
were properly brought, one joined in one action, 
where they could legally and properly be joined. 

Mr. DICKERSO 


sixteen States of the Union. It was high time, || 
he said, that this monstrous abuse should be cor- | 
rected. 

Mr. VANCE moved to strike out the following || 
clause: 1] 

For the salaries of registers and receivers of | 
land offices where there are no sales, $3,500. 

After a few words from Messrs. POLK, Mc- || 
KAY, VANCE, and BURGES, the motion was || 
put and rejected. 

Mr. ASHLEY moved to amend the bill, by in- 
serting the following: 

For surveying the lands in the southwestern 


| 


1 
| 





ba tribe of Indians, $20,000. | 
Mr. FOOT objected, and said, as sixty thousand | 


was therefore unnecessary. 

Mr. ARCHER said the statement was incorrect; 
that although the appropriations were made, they 
had been exhausted for the objects which they 
were intended. He presented an account of the 


| expenditures out of these appropriations for chargé 


d’affaires, and other expenses of these courts. 
Mr. FOOT inquired by what authority a spe- 
cific appropriation was applied to other objects by 
the department, from one object to another. 
Mr. ARCHER considered that the appropria- 
tions were made to the ministers to foreign coun- 


| tries, whether going there as ambassadors, chargé 


d’affaires, or other designation. 

Mr. FOOT remarked that there was a distinc- 
tion kept up in the bill, by which separate appro- 
priations for all the grades employed 

Mr. ARCHER meant to say that there was no 
power in the House to dictate to the President what 





| grade of ministers he should send to foreign courts. 


tie maintained that the appropriations having been 
employed, as he had shown them to be, was not 
an improper transfer of money appropriated from 
one object to another. 

Afier some remarks from Mr. WAYNE, 

Mr. J.Q@. ADAMS condemned the practice of 


dollars was already proposed to be given for the || sending ministers abroad for a short period, to re- 
surveying of public lands, in addition to the unex- | ceive the salary and outfit of a whole year, as well 


, archives in Florida, one thousand dollars. 


pended balance of former appropriations, he would 

move to strike out the words ‘in addition to,”’ 
‘| and insert ** including,’ so as to put limits to the 
amount to be granted for this purpose. 

Mr. ASHLEY sustained his amendment; which 
|| was finally agreed to. 
| Mr. WHITE, of Florida, opposed the amend- 
|, ment proposed by Mr. Foor, as, he said, if it was 
adopted, it would press more severely on the Ter- 
| ritory which he had the honor to represent, than 
|, any other. The acquisitions made from the In- 
dians recently, which required to be surveyed, 
made it necessary, from a due regard to the in- 
terest of the United States. 

Mr. POLK explained the amount of unexpend- 
ed balances on hand. After which, 

Mr. FOOT consented to withdraw his amend- | 
ment. 

The following items were then severally agreed | 
to: 
For surveying the public lands, in addition to 


sixty thousand dollars. 
For the salaries of two keepers of the public 


For compensation to the recorder, two commis- 


= land claims in Missouri, per act of ninth | 
uly, eighteen hundred and thirty-two, including | 
an unexpended balance of former appropriations of | 
eight hundred and ninety-two dollars and seventy- | 


| two cents, the sum of five thousand one hundred | 


did not think, he said, that | 


an appropriation bill afforded a proper occasion | 


for regulating the mode of conducting suits, but | 


he was willing to carry into effect the laws as they 
exist. He would remind the attorneys and the 
courts that it was their duty to see that suits were 
properly brought. 


and seven dollars and twenty-eight cents. | 
For contingent expenses and office rent of said 

board, five hundred dollars. 

For contingent expenses of said board, for 


|| eighteen hundred aed thirty-four, including com- | 
| pensation to the agent employed to convey the an- 


i 
! 


|| nual report of the board to the seat of Government, | 


'as that of substituting chargés, or other minor 
grades, to do the duties of the higher grades, as 
leading to much expense, and lessening the im- 
| portance of the country in the eyes of foreigners. 
| He would vote for the amendment proposed by 
the honorable member from Connecticut, ashe did 
|| not know there would be any minister appointed 
_to Great Britain, at least until a nomination was 
|| made, otherwise he feared it would be only en- 
| couraging the popes of making such appoint- 
|, ments during the recess. With respect to the 
'| Court of Russia, he doubted whether it was neces- 
|| sary to have a minister there. 
|| Mr. DAVIS, of South Carolina, seconded the 
| proposition to strike out, on the ground that, b 
|| the Constitution, until the officers were appointed, 
| by and with the consent of the Senate, they were 
| not authorized to make the appropriation. He 
_was opposed to the whole diplomatic system of 
the Government, on the rw of economy, and 
| asked what object was there in sending ministers 
|to England, whilst there was no business to be 
| transacted there which could not be as well done 
_by consuls? These officials, he contended at 
length, would suffice for all the purposes of com- 
merce, and in a well regulated republic there 
should not be any other want. 

Mr. ARCHER replied to the arguments of the 
members who preceded him, and maintained that 
there was no misapplication of the sums appropri- 
ated, or any violation of the usage heretofore ob- 
served. e House had no constitutional power 
to interfere with the Executive. He was surprised 
at the doubt expressed by the honorable member 
| from Massachusetts, from him who had himself 
_ represented his country at this very court, with 
| so much ability, that there was any necessity fora 
minister there. Was it not become the first, the 
most powerful court in the world? Was it not 
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our most constant and most steady friend for years 


t? He rather thought Government were to be 
censured for not having a minister thereat all times; 
and the honorable member was the last person from 
whom he expected to hear such a declaration. He 
was authorized, in answer to the ideas thrown out 
that there was no appointment to be made this ses- 
sion, to state explicitly, that it was the intention of 
the President to nominate to these courts, during 
the present session, unless, in the mean time, cir- 
cumstances should occur, which, in his judgment, 
should render it unnecessary. 

Mr. WAYNE canintained | that the present prac- 
tice was not different from that which had been 
whilst the gentleman from Massachusetts was 
connected with the Government. [If it was at all 
different, then he would admit he had some reason 
for his complaints. But the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts ought to have known the salaries were 
paid in proportion to the time the persons are em- 
ployed abroad and returning back to this country. 
Although it had occurred that a large sum was 


ee for the Russian mission, in the case of Mr. |! 


ndolph, yet as that arose from his indisposition 
or misfortune, which could not be averted, it might 
occur to any Administration. They were not, 
therefore, censurable. He referred to the various 
nominations made to England, and the circum- 
stances connected with the recall of Mr. Van Buren 
by the Senate, as having added to the expenditure, 
but not reflecting on the Executive, or warranting 
this to be made to him a matter of insinuation or 
reproach. 

Mr. POLK briefly remarked that the appropria- 
tions now made were of the usual character, and 
upon estimates prepared by the department, which 
was the usual way in which the Executive inten- 
tion of making these appointments was known to 
Congress. 

Mr. DAVIS rejoined, and said that as far as his 
vote was concerned, he would support the rights 
vested in him as a representative, by withholding 
the appropriations to all nominations not filled up, 
as he contended, according to the Constitution, and 
thus say to the President, you shall comply with 
its provisions. 

Mr. ADAMS rose to make some explanation, 
but gave way to 

Mr. MERCER, who said, as this amendment 
was not to be disposed of lightly, and it was then 
close upon six o’clock, he would move that the 
committee rise. 

The motion prevailed. 

Thereupon, the committee rose. 

The bills laid aside early in the day, were 
reported to the House, with the progress in the 
appropriation bill; after which, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, May 1, 1834. 


A message upon executive business was re- 
ceived from the President of the United States, by 
Mr. Donetson, his Private Secretary. 

Mr. McKEAN presented the memorial of two 
Sanne and sixteen inhabitants of the town of 
Mixon, and county of Northumberland, Pennsy!- 
vania; 

The memorial of between twelve and thirteen 
hundred inhabitants of Susquehanna county, Penn- 
sylvania; 

And the memorial of about sixteen hundred cit- 
izens of Bradford county, Pennsylvania; 

Praying a restoration of the deposites to the 
Bank of the United States, and a recharter of that 
institution. 

The memorials were read, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. McKEAN presented the proceedings of a 
Jackson and Wolf meeting of a large number of 
the inhabitants of Northampton county, Pennsyl- 
vania, approving of the course of the Executive in 
removing the deposites from the Bank of the Uni- 
ae pe, and opposed to the recharter of said 

ank, 

The proceedings were read, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

_ Mr. CLAY presented a memorial signed by cit- 
izens of Bald Sgistrenship, Centrecounty, Penn- 
sylvania, in favor of the restoration of the depos- 








read, referred to the Committee on Finance, and 
| ordered to be printed. 

} Mr. CHAMBERS presented the proceedings of | 
| 


| ameeting of citizens of Baltimore, in opposition to 
1 


| 
j 
j 
| 
} 





some of the doctrines of the protest of the Presi- 
dent of the United States to the resolutions of the 
Senate with regard to the removal of the depos- 


tes. 

Mr. CHAMBERS rose and said, he was re- 
quested by the officers of a large public meeting, 
| just held by the Whigs of Baltimore, to present its 


in consequence of the invitation of the President in 


sidered it, and passed sentence upon the various | 
questions which were the subject-matter of it, and 
now here it was in the shape of a special verdict, 


their opinions, The gentleman from Tennessee 


Whig principles implied the opposite of it in his 
arty, and that this coverlet or blanket was not 
road enough to include us all, but, at all events, 

they were so well satisfied with this covering, that 

they did not mean to be disrobed of it. Mr. C. 

then commented at large on the President’s pro- | 

test, condemning the doctrines contained in it. He 


communicated to the Senate by Mr. Adams, when 
President, of his power to send a minister therein 
the recess, and that gentlemen who now sustained 
the Administration condemned those opinions. 

Mr. C. concluded by moving that the proceed- 
ings be read, and take the usual reference. 


from saying anything in the discussions upon these 
memorials. His constituents had sent none here, 
and he was inclined to leave them to the expression 
of their own sentiments in their own timeand way. 
| He was now called up for sentiments delivered on 
another occasion, and he regretted to find his opin- 
ions questioned on the presentation of a bank me- 
morial. 
Maryland [Mr. Cuamsers] the same feeling 
| existed as among all other citizens. 
patriots and Whigs—and all admitted it. But this 
new name the gentleman was pressing asif it was | 
of séme service to him; and he referred to the 





executive usurpation are Whigs. But was the 


of the party then for which he now claims this | 


claimed by the Executive, and about to be exer- | 
cised. Well, if those who support it now are not | 
as good as their opponents, he could say that the | 
gentleman had improved in his whigism. 
whether this was owing to a change in his con- | 


a word in regard to the difference of position | 
which they now occupied. What had Mr. Adams 
done at that time? 


therefore he submitted the subject to Congress. 
The Senate then took it up, as it was their duty to 
do, and pronounced their opinion. But was Mr. 
Adams charged with a violation of the Constitu- | 


dent was directly charged with a violation of the | 
Constitution and laws. Here was something | 


ment imputed. 

Mr. G. had no objection whatever that the gen- | 
tleman from Maryland should call his friends 
Whigs. All he (Mr. G.) contended against was | 
the assumption that they were the exclusive W higs; | 
for they were not deserving of the title. If the | 
name was significant of the old tenets upon politics, | 
Mr. G. hoped that the Whigs would include nine- | 
ty-nine hundredths of the people. Whigs they | 
were; but there was no class exclusively so. Mr. | 
G. admitted that among the friends of the Admin- 
istration there were agreat variety of opinions on 
various subjects, but that fact only showed that | 
they did not yield their aes to the opinions or | 
will of one man. We (t 





| [Mr. Grunpy] might suppose that this allusion to || 


alluded to the Panama mission, and the opinions || 


name? Mr. G. ventured to say that the gentleman || 
then voted for this very power, which was then | 


And |} 


dition, was matter for his own consideration. But || 
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ites to the Bank of the United States; which was | principles which were upheld in '99, and which 
| were carried down to the present day. And be- 


Oe 


4 


tween the gentleman from Maryland and himself, 
Mr. G. said there was not so much difference after 
all. Here was a cover under which we could both 
get, and, therefore, in regard to their whigism there 
was not so much difference as the gentleman 
thought. Mr. G. believed they were Whigs, and 
we were Whigs; but he hoped the gentleman would 
not throw the correlative of the term on him, for 


| he thought he did not deserve it; and if the gentle- 


/man would be willing to let us all go on as 
proceedings to the Senate. The meeting washeld | 


higa 


no inconvenience would result from it. But when 


| he excludes us, who are as true Whigs as any, 


his appeal to the people. ‘They had maturely con- | then we feel an insurrectionary spirit, and we are 


| not quite satisfied with the treatment. 


| 


These citi- 


| zens of Baltimore, then, have taken the name of 


|| before this new assumption of the name. 
| were Whigs in the Revolution, and also in the laat 


I | Whigs, and there are none more deserving of it. 
in which the people of Baltimore have set forth || 


But when they get a new name—and they makea 
great boast of it—it seemed like claiming what they 
never had before. Now, they were Whigs long 
They 


| war; and the citizens of Baltimore were not doing 


Mr. GRUNDY said he had carefully abstained || 


themselves justice to claim just now what they 
had borne for the last half century, and it was not 
right for their friends to put this garment on them 
as if it were new, when it is an old one, and long 
worn by them, and is none the worse for wear. 
He therefore objected to the friends of the Whigs 


|| of Baltimore putting this mantle on as for the first 
| time, for they had it before. 
|| tion, ornew thing. 


It was no new inven- 


But, sir,wego under a name, and a good old one, 
too, which distinguished us from all others. In 
the struggle between the elder Adams and Mr. 


| Jefferson, the friends of Mr. Jefferson were called 


democrats, and the friends of Mr. Adams aristo- 


| crats, by way of derision; and the name of repub- 


lican was assumed. This was significant as to the 


| powers of the General Government and its differ- 


|| ent branches. 


|| as a designation of party, because it includes a ma- 
Between himself and the gentleman from || 


We were all || 


|| it would not cross the Potomac. 
gentleman from Maryland a Whig then—was he || 





tion and laws of thecountry ? No;theSenate only || 
differed with him in opinion in regard to the power || 
which he intimated he possessed. Now, the Presi- || 


| 
| 


| 
} 
j 
| 
| 


| 


e friends of the Admin- || it. 
istration) stood, in our humble judgment, on the |! once friends of the President; they had now 


Now, this term Whig will not do 


jority of all parties. Gentlemen have found out 
that the term National Republican will not anewer 
their purpose, because it cannot be spread broad 


|| enough to embrace a majority. The Whigs would 


cover everybody; and therefore Mr. G. wanted 


rv || the gentleman to find some name that would do. 
Panama mission, and gays that the opponents of || 


National Republican would not cover the South; 
You might build 
your contemplated fine bridge across that river, 
and still it would not cross it for the South, not 
even so far as Virginia or North Carolina; and as 
to South Carolina, it could not get within sight of 
it. South Carolina was fond of a name which she 
would not swap for it, because these Nullifiers of 
the South wanted to establish their own principles. 
Well, the time was when they could not get out of 
the limits of South Carolina with them; and they 
were quite pent up there. But they seem to have 
expanded since. Mr. G. said he had not read, 


| but he had heard much talk of the nullifying gen- 
othing but to give his opin- || 
ion thathe had a right to send such a mission, and || 


tlemen lately visiting north of this place; and they 
were taken to the bosom by men who, twelve 
months ago, were ready to denounce them as trai- 
tors. In Philadelphia, too, these gentlemen were 
received notonly with impunity, but with applause. 
This only showed how changeable we are, and he 
could not say howit might all be six months hence, 
for if fifteen thousand men in Baltimore twelve 
months ago considered that almost treason which 
they were now hugging to their bosoms as patriot- 


ism, we did not know what it might be twelve 


clear, positive, palpable, and tangible. In the other |, months hence. They had given us their opinions 
instance there was nothing but an error in judg- || to-day, and by that time they might change them, 


and therefore he could not calculate where they 
might be found hereafter. Now, he took no ex- 
ception whatever to all this, and yesterday, or the 
day preceding, when the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Cray] was lecturing Governor Wolf 
about changing his opinions, it was saying nothing 
more than what was applicable to the gentleman 
himself. Governor Wolf was formerly in favor 
of the bank, and now he was against it, no doubt 
from the most honest convictions; the Senator 
himself had changed his own opinion on the same 
subject; therefore no censure could attach to gen- 
tlemen for entertaining one opinion to-day, and, on 
further consideration, changing it, and acting on 
So, some of the citizens of Baltimcre were 


‘ 
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changed, but might they not come back? Mr.G. 
did not think it strange that there should be changes 
in our large cities. They were suffering distress, 
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‘II So, if one man, or party of men, shall, by force, | length of time it took to change an opinion. 


and they had been told that the President was the | 


cause of it; but when they examined this matter, | 
they might find out that the cause of it was of a || 


very differentnature. Mr. G. thought the answer 
of the gentleman from Kentucky to his speech was 
sufficient, and yet the gentleman from Maryland 
comes in and adds a new codicil to the will, and 
the codicil (a thing that is very uncommon) is 
longer than the will itself. Mr.G. said, he did 
not like personal remarks. He knew himself to 


be weak, vulnerable, and very imperfect, and || 
7a. | had alluded to the change of his opinions in favor 


therefore he did not like to be assailed. 

Mr. CHAMBERS inquired what he had said 
which had grieved the honorable member ? 

Mr. GRUNDY replied, that he had not been 
grieved at anything the honorable member had 
said. The burden he had imposed on him was 
light, and easy to be borne. But what he said in 
his speech had been answered, and he took excep- 
tion to having it answered over again. But he 
would add nothing more upon these memorials; 
but if they came from his State, he would endeavor 
todo them justice. These memorialists had taken 
up a subject, and decided that, in the absence of | 
ail legislative purposes, where there is no design, | 
avowed or implied, of legislative action, either | 
House of Congress has a right to take up the con- 
duct of any individual, discuss it,and decide upon | 
it. lf we should adopt this course, we would have | 
but Jitde time for elebeente legislation. We 
should try the President, and condemn him, and 
then the Secretary of State, and then take up Gev- 
ernor Wolf, if you please, and decide on him; and 
so go on and decide upon all other officers in the 
Government against whom we may entertain pre- 
judices. Then we should take up the Governor 
of South Carolina, and Mr. G. thought he would 
be in a very bad way; he would probably be hung 
by the sentence of this body. We should then 
proceed to examine all the public men in thecoun- | 
try. Well, this might allberight, but he thought | 
we should not have full time to make all these ex- | 
aminations. He thought we came here to make 
laws, and provide for the public good and general | 
welfare; but if we were to give opinions onall the 
public men in the country—it might bea more | 
pleasant employment, and perhaps, inthe opinions 
of some gentlemen, redound more to the good of | 
mankind to censure public men, than make laws— 
we should do little else. He would not, there- || 
fore, subscribe to the doctrine thattwe have a right 
merely to express an opinion, and especially for 
the Senate, because we are the ultimate triers of 
all officers of the General Government; and if we 
have aright, beforehand, to enter judgment, im- 


May 1, 
| ; The 
|| appropriate the whole territory of a nation to him- || gentlemen had both changed on the subject of the 
'| self or themselves, and refuse the rights of appro- || bank, but they had taken more time to do so than 

priation to others, 1t would be wrong. Now, Whig || Governor Wolf had, as had been alleged. But he 
belongs to all friends of their country in common. || denied that there was any positive proof that Goy- 
The term Christian includes a variety of religious || ernor Wolf had changed. He, however, did not 
sects; yet, if one sect should set themselves up || pretend to doubt that Governor Wolf’s opinions 


_and say that we alone are Christians, would it not | of the present bank had undergone some change. 














look like crowding the others out? In the same | 
sense Mr. G. understood the term Whig; and let | 
us all stand together as Whigs, and let our partic- 





ular or peculiar political tenets be judged of by 


| it to posterity to judge of the sufficienc 
reasons for changing. He was oppose 
bank in 1811, and in 1816, the experience of the 
| war resulted in the establishment of the present 
| Whig bank. No public man had a right to change | 
but upon long deliberation and good reason, but 


| without any alteration in the state of the case. 


| Wolf was convinced of the propriety of his course. 


_man of great firmness and decision. 


|| would teach his judgment the necessity of changing. 


| pressed so hard upon nullification, that he found 


our country. 
Mr. CLAY said the gentleman from Tennessee 


of the bank. That change was made upon the 
most mature deliberation and conviction of the 
necessity of a bank, and he was willing to leave | 
of his 
to the 


Governor Wolf had changed in three days, and 


Mr. GRUNDY replied that he had no doubt of | 
the sincere honesty which produced the change in | 
the gentleman from Kentucky in reference to the 
bank, and he need not look to posterity todo him 
justice. Some of his political adversaries already 
did him justice, more than others would do Gen- 
eral Jackson, if he were brought before us for an 
infraction of the Constitution and laws. Governor 


lie had no acquaintance with GovernorWolf. He | 


had heard the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. | 


McKean] say he had acted with him in Congress | 
for six years; he was the Secretary of the Com- | 
monwealth while Governor Wolf was the Chief 


| Bat he (Mr. McK.) had stated on a former occa- 
sion as a matter of his own knowledge, and would 
| how repeat, that Governor Wolf’s opinion as to 
the utility and necessity of a national bank had 
| not changed. His principal object, however, in 
rising, (Mr. McK. said,) was to take notice of an 
assertion made the other oy by the Senator from 
Kentucky, and which he had in substance repeated 
to-day, viz: that he [Mr. Cray] could prove in a 
court of justice that Governor Wolf, three days 
prior to the 26th of February last, promised to 
send a message to the Legislature of a directly 
opposite character to that which he communicated 
on thatday. He did not doubt that the Senator 
had been so informed; therefore, what he intended 
to say could not be considered as alluding person- 
ally to the honorable gentleman, and it was not 
probable the gentleman would have an opportu- 
nity of adducing his proof in a court of justice: he 
would put the question directly at issue, and would 
| now assert that he questioned the veracity of any 
' man who would make such a declaration, and 
from this point he would not be driven by any- 
thing but the testimony itself. 
| Mr. CLAY said the Senator from Pennsylvania 
| would, he presumed, do him the justice to say, 


| that he had not, on this occasion, introduced the 


| name of the Governor of Pennsylvania. It was 
introduced by the Senator from ‘Tennessee, [{Mr. 
Grounpy;] but with regard to the promise of the 
| Governor, Mr. C. said he had it froma gentleman 
of respectability, whose word would be as readily 


Magistrate of Pennsylvania; and that he was a || believed as Governor Wolf’s. ? 


always depend on time whether a man should 
change his opinions or not, but upon surrounding 


gircumstances. A stateofthings might exist which | 


It did not | 


Mr. McKEAN said, then I repeat my assertion, 
|| in unequivocal terms, that I question the veracity 
|| of any man who has, or may make such a decla- 





But it was said that he (Mr. G.) had delivered a 
speech in favor of nullification. He did not know 
how that was, but if he did, he had been severely 
punished for it, and if he had now abandoned it, 
he stuck closely to State rights. He had been 


ration, and I challenge the gentleman to produce 
his proof. 

Somefurther remarks were made by Mr. CLAY 
and Mr. GRUNDY; when, on motion of 

Mr. POINDEXTER, the memorial was laid 
upon the table. 
At half past four o’clock, on motion of 
| Mr. WEBSTER, the Senate proceeded to the 





it dangerous ground to stand on, and he had just 
moved a little off to the State-rights ground. But 


| he repented sincerely, and the citizens of Ten- 


peachment is a mere matter of form. He could || 


not, therefore, concur in the sentiments expressed 
by the citizens of Baltimore. 

Mr. CHAMBERS here expatiated at some 
length upon the cognomen of 
the pee in o 


Mr. GRUN 


osition to the Administration. 
replied that he yielded to the 


hig, adopted by || 


|| nessee generously and magnanimously forgave 


him for the temporary dereliction, if indeed he was 
guilty of any. And now, he was not willing to 


call the Nullifiers traitors, because they loved their | 
| 


country. But this Whig bank of 1816—Mr. G. 


|| said it was the first time in all his life that he had 
heard a bank called a Whig. Now, what were | 


the principles of the Whigs of the time of Charles 


| LU, when it was said the party originated? Why 


gentleman from Maryland entirely, as a soldier of || 


age and experience, for he would not enter the | 


ranks with him. But the gentleman said that he || 


(Mr. G.) had entered into the ranks of the Jack- | 
son party, and must soon leave the name; for |! 
Jackson must die, and with that event the name. | 
But (Mr. G. remarked) the Jefferson party did not || 
expire with his administration or his life. It has 

grown up since into three or four parties. Were | 
there not three or four Jefferson dinners given 
lately? He (Mr. G.) was invited to one of them 
in Philadelphia, although he did not go, and what 
was perhaps worse, neglected to send an apology. | 
But the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. 

Preston] was there; and the gentleman near me 

{[Mr. Forsyru] was at another of them, the one | 
to which he (Mr. G.) had been invited; so that 

he did not know how it might be at the death of 

General Jackson. Now, he (Mr. G.) would say | 
no more on this occasion—the gentleman from | 
Maryland did not understand him, and he could | 
not make him understand him. These memorial- | 
ists were Whigs, and Mr. G. would not deny it. | 
But good things were not made exclusively for 
any set of men, they were made for all mankind. | 
And when a men was making a monopoly of a | 





good thing, he did not think he was doing right. i 


| they were against royal prerogative and against 


corporate rights of every kind. And if we were 
in favor of prerogative we were not in favor of great 
moneyed monopolies. If we have prerogative on 
one side they have monopolies on the other. 

Mr. McKEAN thought these untimely desultory 
discussions had at least produced one beneficial 
result. It had, on this occasion, taught us that, 
when we were laying snares for our neighbors, 
how liable we were to get caught ourselves. The 
two honorable Senators from Kentucky and Ten- 


|| nessee {Messrs. CLay and Grunpy] had succeeded 


admirably in fixing on each other the charge of 
inconsistency, ifan honest change of opinion could 
thus be characterized. This had grown out of the 
introduction of the name of Governor Wolf into 
the debates upon the presentation of memorials, 
The honorable Senator from Kentucky seemed to 
think, if a certain degree of inconsistency could be 
fixed on him, he might then consent to be asso- 
ciated with Governor Wolf. After what has been 
exhibited, whether the gentleman would think 
that further proof of his qualifications were neces- 
sary, he would leave for him to decide; and much 
as the Governor and his friends might desire the 
association, it would not become them to solicit 
the connection. But it seemed now that the de- 
gree of consistency was to be estimated by the 





consideration of executive business, and, after 
some time spent therein, 
The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, May 1, 1834. 


Mr. J.Q. ADAMS, agreeably to notice, asked 
leave of the House to introduce a bill to prohibit 
the Corporations of Georgetown, Alexandria, and 
Washington, from issuing promissory notes of any 
denomination less than ten dollars. Leave being 
granted, the bill was, on motion of Mr. Apams, 
more to the Committee on the District of Co- 
umbia. 


Mr. LINCOLN rose and said he had just seen 
in the official paper, published in this city, some 
aspersions cast upon an honorable colleague of his 
and himself. Mr. L. was proceeding to make 
some remarks, when he was called to order by the 
Chair, who stated that the subject to which he re- 
ferred was not before the House. 

Mr. LINCOLN then asked the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to take up, for consideration, 
a resolution which he submitted on Tuesday last, 
making sundry inquiries in relation tothe admin- 
istration of the Post Office Department. 

An objection being made, Mr. L, moved a sus- 
pension of the rule, and thereupon called for the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered. ph 

| The question being taken, it was determined in 
the negative: Yeas 93, nays 62; (not two-thirds.) 

Mr. ASHLEY reported a bill providing for cer- 
tain surveys of the public lands; which was read 
twice, 

Mr. A. moved the engrossment of the bill, and 

Mr. CONNOR its commitment to the Commit- 

| tee of the Whole, in the regular course. 

After some conversation, on motion of Mr. 





ic 











ASHLEY, the bill was committed to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


Mr. WHITE, of New York, called up the bill 


to legalize certain foreign silver coin; and it was || 
| to be oracular. 


ordered to be read a third time. 


The following bills were ordered to be engrossed | 


for a third reading: 
The act to extend the time for carrying into effect 


the treaty with France; and the act to extend the | 


time for carrying into effect the convention with 
the Two Sicilies. 


APPROPRIATIONS. 
On motion of Mr. POLK, the House went into 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, | 


(Mr. Hvssarp in the chair,) upon the general 
appropriation bill. 
The question being upon Mr. Foor’s motion 


sert eighteen instead of thirty-six in the following 
clause: 


For the salaries of the ministers of the United 


States to Great Britain, France, Spain, and Rus- 
sie, thirty-six thousand dollars. 
Mr. J.@. ADAMS rose (he said) to explain 


the grounds on which he supported the motion, | 
and to reply to some remarks which had fallen | 
from the gentlemen from Virginia [Mr. Ancuer] || 
and Georgia, (Mr. Wayne.] The gentleman from | 


Virginia expressed his surprise that I should 
underrate the importance of the mission to Russia. 
I do not (said Mr. A.) underrateit. I know, and 


ought to know better than any other member, how | 


highly important that mission has been to the 
interests of this country. He did not attach the 


same importance to our relations with that Power | 


now, but still he considered them as sufficiently 


important to require the retention of a minister of | 


the first grade at that court. He objected to the 
appropriation of salaries for ministers at courts 
where in fact we had only chargés des affaires. 
There ought not, he thought, to have been an in- 


terval of a month in the missions of the first grade | 


to Great Britain and Russia. Year after year we 
had made the appropriations, all the money had 
been expended, and no minigte 

pointed. He had yesterday objected to sending 
ministers for short terms, with full outfits and sal- 
aries, and had remarked that one was sent for the 
term of six weeks. In the course of the debate 
the gentleman from Georgia had attempted to con- 
vert that remark into a personal reflection upon an 
individual who was now in his grave. That cir- 
cumstance would alone have sealed his lips forever 
in relation to his conduct in that mission. He did 
not refer to the circumstances of that mission with 
a view to censure that individual, for he was now 
far beyond the reach of his censure; but he did 
mention it as one of the faults of this Administra- 
tion. The gentleman from Georgia had brought 
before the House the great objects which these 
ministers had accomplished. He had alluded 
to the number of treaties which had been made, 
and the importance of the negotiations carried 
through. 

Sir, were I to admit that these negotiations were 
as honorable to the country as he supposes them 
to have been, would that be any answer to the 
objection that the salaries of these Ministers are 
doubled and trebled by the short term of their 
appointment, and that they spent their time at 
watering places, &c., instead of spending it in the 
duties of their mission? Allusions were made to 
the arrangement with Great Britain. Heregretted 
that this subject had been brought into the discus- 
sion. Was there not a gentleman in the other 
wing of this building, and another gentleman hold- 
ing a high office in this city, whose honor was 
concerned in this question, and who could not be 
here to answer him on, this floor? He would 
barely, therefore, on this subject, say, that if we 
judged of these marvellous missions by their effects, 

e would send gentlemen down to that part of the 
Union which was most interested on this subject, 
and ask what have been the effects of the colonial 
arrangement upon their interests, Not as it would 
affect himself, but as it affected others who were 
absent, was he unwilling to go into this discus- 
sion. 

Mr. A. here referred to the annunciation yester- 
day made by the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, of the intention of the Presi- 


rs had been ap- | 
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|, sary. He thought the qualification had much | 


|| therefore used the words of the Secretary of State, 


| understood. 


| cordial] 


: 


E CON 


dent to nominate ministers to these courts, during 
the session, unless it should be deemed unneces- 


' 


meaning init. ‘Theannunciation appeared to him 


Mr. ARCHER rose to explain. 
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} dent will not doh 


i 


If the gentle- || 


man would allow him, he would let the House |! 


|| understand why he used the words of the Secre- 


tary of State, in communicating to the House in- 
formation on this subject. Ifhe had answered in 


the Administration or himself. There was evi- | 
dently a reservation implied in the reply, but he 
would not call itan improper reservation. Hedid | 


| not choose to put the reply in his own words, and | 


who had said to him that the President would | 


up , on || make nominations to Great Britain and Russia, | 
to strike out Great Britain and Russia, and to in- | 


during the session, unless circumstances should | 
arise which would render it unnecessary. He 
gave the message as it was given to him. 

Mr. ADAMS. Precisely so. 


priety. What I simply say is, that what he gave 

to the House is an oracle. It is not my fault, nor 

that of the honorable chairman, that it is not | 
understood. The oracle was not intended to be | 
He took it for granted that these | 
circumstances would in due time happen, and that | 
the nominations would not be made. Whenever | 
the chairman was authorized to say that the nomi- | 
nations would be made, his objections to the appro- | 
priations would fall to the ground. He would vote | 


h 


pledget 


ter. 

Mr. WAYNE had no desire or intention of oc- | 
cupying the time of the House by pursuing the | 
course taken by the gentleman from Massachu- | 
setts, [Mr. Apams.] Did he consider it to be | 


proper or necessary, it would not bea difficult task || 


to show that the present Administration, in its 
negotiations, particularly with Great Britain, had 


of the negotiation with Great Britain, because two 
distinguished gentlemen who were engaged in | 
them under appointments by the present Admin- | 
istration were not present in this House to defend 
their conduct. He had only to say, that the con- 
duct of those gentlemen on that subject, was part 
of the public history of the country. Individual | 
statements from those gentlemen were, therefore, 
totally unnecessary. Their conduct was upon | 


aper, and had become apart of our political annals, || 


No consideration of delicacy towards those per- 
sons, as being absent, should prevent the fullest | 


discussion that was necessary to throw light upon |, 


their conduct of this negotiation. The gentleman 
had introduced this subject, on the preceding day, | 


present Administration had remained but a very | 
short timeat the places of their mission. 
ring to the case of Mr. Randolph, it was natural 
to recollect that of Mr. King, who had been sent 





colonial trade, without his instructions. Thegen- 
tleman had not been pleased to allude to the send- 
ing of Mr. Gallatin, who was directed by the for- 
mer Administration to abandon the principles | 


which had been persisted in b 





|| It was a subject upon which, from the nature of 
The honorable | 


| chairman has acted with perfect prudence and pro- || 


by insinuating that the ministers appointed by the || 


In refer- | 





| to substitute the salary of a chargé. 


|| man of the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


' 
| 


| 


| 
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spicions of that kind 
were, perhaps, suitable for newspaper discussions, 
but he could not regard them as furnishing an 

basis for legislative action. The gentlemen stated, 
in the former debate, that the interests of the coun- 
try required the appointment of a minister to 
London; that a chargé d’affaires was not capable, 


from his inferior rank, to afford adequate protec- 
|| tion to the interests of the country at that court; 


: | and he now advocates the motion for striking out 
any other manner, he might have committed either || 


the proposed salary for a minister, and proposes 
He did not 
understand the consistency of this course any 
more than he did the criticism upon the reply 
which had been made to the inquiry of the chair- 
That 
reply had been called oracular. He could not 
imagine why it should be so called in an offensive 
sense. Hedid not know what other answer could 
be given to the inquiry than what had been made. 


things, a precise answer could not, and ought not, 
to be given. It might be absolutely necessary to 
have a minister sent to England forthwith. ‘The 


| customary apprépriation for the salary should not 


| to others. 


| any attempt to go beyond the constitutional rizhts 
and heartily for them, if he could havea || 
at they would be made. Mr. A. concluded || 
| with some further remarks, of a desultory charac- | 


therefore be withheld. On the other hand, a ques- 
tion deeply important to the territorial extent of 
one of the States of the Union might induce that 
State to request that no minister be sent at this 
time. Ele disclaimed knowing any thing relative 
to these affairs which was not equally well known 
As to these inquiries he deprecated 


of the House. If it was rightful to require official 
information relative to the intention to send a min- 
ister, it was equally so to know who is the person 


intended to be sent; then the question as to the 
propriety of the appropriation might turn upon 


j 


| from Massachusetts, that a minister 


| appointed with permission to go wherever he 
accomplished what the former one had not done. || 


The gentleman declines going into the particulars || 





| 
; 


for a long series of years, and which were the basis || 


Ministers, he believed, had been sent quite as often 
by the former Administration as the present. He 
did not allude to this circumstance as a matter of 
reproach; but it would have been at least desirable 
that the ministers sent by the former Aministra- 
tion should have been furnished with the neces- 
sary instructions. They might possibly, in that 
case, have closed the negotiations which were not 
finished until it was done by the successor of Mr. 
Barbour. 

If he understood the grounds of apprehension 
now expressed by gentlemen, they were, that a 
minister might be sent to England without the 
consent of the Senate. The House had the au- 
thority of the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Apams] that a minister at London was necessary. 
Why, then, strike the provision for his salary out 
of this bill? Is it upon suspicion that the Presi- 


a discussion of the character and fitness of the 
individual proposed to be nominated. Such signs 
of the times he deprecated. 

As to one of the insinuations of the gentleman 


ad been 


eased; what minister had been so appointed ? 
n the case of Mr. Randolph nolatitude had been 


|| taken which common reason would not justify. 


We are daily granting permission to the members 


| of this House to leave their duties, upon less press- 
| inggrounds than those u 


on which Mr. Randolph 
absented himself for the Peneft of his health. To 
the other topics alluded to by the gentleman, he 
felt capable of making conclusive replies, but did 
not feel justified in trespassing any further upon 
the time of the committee. 

Mr. COULTER was anxious that the question 


| might be divided so as to separate the appropria- 


tion fora minister to Russia, which he was willing 
to support, from that to England, which he was 
not willing, after having voted in favor of such an 
appropriation formerly, and no minister had been 
appointed. Congress have placed upon the statute 
book their opinion that a minister of the highest 
grade should be sent to London. The Executive 
has decided otherwise. The dignity and character 
of the House now required that the overture which 


to negotiate with Great Britain, respecting the || had been slighted should not be repeated without 


a change of circumstances. Mr. C. concluded by 


| moving to amend the amendment by striking out 


England. 
Mr. EVANS obtained the floor, but gave way 


our Government | to 


Mr. W. R. DAVIS, who proposed to amend 


of the instructions given to Mr. Rush in 1824. || the bill by adding a proviso, that no minister be 


| 


appointed to Russia or England without the con- 
sent of the Senate. 
Mr. FOOT withdrew his original motion to 
strike out, and accepted Mr. DA VIS’S substitute. 
Mr. EVANS then proceeded into a prolonged 
explanation upon the question of the colonial 
trade, which he contended the negotiations under _ 
the present Administration had left worse than it 
was found. 

Mr. WAYE, in reply to the gentleman from 
Maine, [Mr. Evans,] wentintoa historical account 
of our controversy with Great Britain on the sub- 
ject of colonial intercourse, and contended that 
the arrangement made by Mr, McLane was more 
favorable to our interests than any which we ever 
had before, and that it came nearer to the point of 

| our claims than any which we ever had, or, pre- 


‘| haps,ever can have. We had, he said, established 





acne, 





é 
| 
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poses under that arrangement, for which we 
ad been contending for thirty years, and which 
ultimately would be of high advantage to the 
country. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG rose tospeak on the sub- 
ject, but calls being made for the question, he 
yielded the floor, 

Mr. HORACE EVERETT rose to ask whether 
the power was claimed by the President to make 
Sppeinants during the recess? His object was 
to have a disclaimer of this power from the friends 
of the Administration. He put the question to 
the chairman of the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. 

Mr. ARCHER said it was not for him to say 
how others construed the Constitution. He con- 
strued it for himeelf, and the gentleman from Ver- 
mont construed it for himself. But thinking that 
the Executive had no right to make appointments 
during the recess, he was bound to think that he 
would not attempt to exercise the right. He be- 
lieved it was the intention of the President, as he 
had stated.to the House, to make nominations 
during the session, if nothing occurred to render it 
unnecessary, and he could not even imagine the 
occurrence of any circumstances which would ren- 
der it unnecessary. He expressed the hope that 
the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Davis} 
would withdraw his amendment. We had the 
right to refuse appropriations, but not to annex 
conditions to them. 

Mr. DAVIS said, that after the declaration on 
the part of the Administration, his ainendment 
would imply no want of confidence in the Execu- 
tive. The gentleman, he thought, was mistaken 


in supposing that we could not restrict appropria- | 


tions. What was the meaning of specific ap- 
propriations? Was it not appropriations limited to 
specific objects? He had used the language which 
was always used to effect limitations. 

Mr. BINNEY was sorry, he said, to see the 
proposition of the gentleman from South Carolina 
substituted for that of the gentleman from Connecti- 
cut, It was not customary to qualify our appropri- 
ations. We made no appropriations for salaries, 
unless upon the supposition that they are to be 
made use of for constitutional appointments. The 
condition proposed could not be introduced, unless 
we believed that the money would be expended for 
salaries of ministers unconstitutionally appointed; 
and, if so, the best way would be to strike out the 
appropriation altogether. He should vote against 
the amendment, and renew the proposition of the 
gentleman from Connecticut. Tle went into some 
remarks in opposition to the appropriations. 

Mr. BEA DSLEY said it was admitted by the 
gentlemen from Massachusetts and Pennsylvania 
that we ought to be represented at the Court of 
St. James by a minister of the first grade. He 
did not understand any one on this floor as con- 
troverting this opinion, except the gentleman from 
South Carolina, who, in his remarks yesterday, 
expressed the opinion that we needed no minister 
there; but from his remarks to-day, and his amend- 
ment, he inferred that even he was desirous of 


having a minister appointed to Great Britain, pro- | 


vided he should be appointed by the President, 
with the advice and consent of the Senate. As 


far as he could collect the sentiment of the com- | 


mittee, it was, that we should have a minister. 
What, then, he would ask, was the duty of this 
House? Is it not to provide the salary? Are we 
to look beyond that, and ask whether the Presi- 
dent will appoint a proper person, or make the 
appointment in a proper manner? Were we to 
withhold the appropriation because the President 
may =— & minister in an improper way, or a 
way which we may consider unconstitutional ? 
This was a ground never taken before—not in the 
discussion on the Panama mission. Mr.B. thought 
that if we performed our own duty—if we deter- 
mined that we would have a minister, and made 
the proper appropriation, we might well leave it to 
the President and the Senate to perform their duty. 
What had we to do with the appointments? Noth- 
ing. In reference to the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina, he remarked, that 
we might, with equal propriety, ingraft a similar 

ualification on all other appropriations—on those 
or the heads of departments and their subordi- 
nates, and refuse them all anycompensation,unless 
they are appointed by and with the advice and 
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| 
| for such a course? We might say that we would 
not pay them, unless they were constitutionally 
‘| appointed. But there were two constitutional 
| ways of making appointments—one with, and 
another without, the consent of the Senate. Where 
| was the precedent for such a limitation? It was 
altogether new. As to the annunciation from the 
| State Department, it appeared to him to be merely 
| to the effect, that if the President should think the 
public interest required that a minister should be 
| sent to England, he would do his part, by making 
'the nomination. This was the fair, if not the 


strict, construction of the words—words which || 


were taken down, not by the Secretary of State, 

but by the chairman of the Committee on Foreign 

Relations. We had, then, the assurance that the 
|| President would act. 
But it was said that we have facts and circum- 
‘stances to show that his design was, to refrain 
| from performing his duty till the Senate adjourned, 

to the end that he might then exert the power of 
appointment free from the control of the Senate. 

If he did believe this, he would still vote for the 
| appropriation. He would perform his own duty 
/and leave the President to perform his, in good 
| faith or in bad faith; and if the President per- 
| formed it in bad faith, he would hold him respon- 
| sible for it to this House. After some further 
'remarks, Mr. B. expressed the hope, that not 
| only the amendment of the gentleman from South 
| Carolina would be rejected, but any other which 

contemplated a qualification or refusal of the ap- 
| propriation, if the House believed that we ought 
| to have a mission to England. 

Mr. CHILTON rose, amidst loud calls for the 
question, and spoke at some length against the 


| appropriations for the missions to England and || 


'| Russia. 
Mr. LANE said it was not his intention to 
| detain the committee by making a speech, nor 


from Kentucky, [Mr. Cuittron,] by saying he 
| would not make a speech, and then speak a half 
hour and say nothing about the subject. 
It was his object to call the attention of the 
members of the committee, and particularly those 
| who had taken part in the debate, to the position 
| in which they stand. The bill contains an appro- 
_ priation for the pay of Ministers to England and 


| Russia. The motion is to amend by striking it | 


| out. 
Spread the arguments of gentlemen in favor of 
this motion upon the canvass, and what (said Mr. 


L.) is the picture? It is admitted by all, that such 

ministers should be appointed as are called for by 
| the honor and the best interest of this Government, 
| and due to the best of these courts. It is also ad- 
| mitted that before such appointment can be consti- 
| tutionally made, the appropriation must be granted 
| by this House. To accomplish this object, the 


same gentlemen, in the same arguments, and in | 


| the same breath, urge the striking the appropria- 
| tion from the bill. "This (said Mr. L.) 1s the pic- 
ture as drawn by gentlemen themselves, and he 
would now call upon the committee, and particu- 
larly those who had contributed to the draft, to 
look upon it, if they can, without a blush. 
One word (said Mr. L.) for his honorable and 


| eloquent friend from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Bin- | 
‘|\wey.] This honorable gentleman had said he) 
would vote for the appropriation, provided he | 


| could be assured that the President would send 


| the nominations to the Senate during the present | 


session of Congress. 

A letter is read from the Secretary of State by 
the honorable chairman of Foreign Relations, 
stating it was the intention of the President of the 
'| United States to make these nominations during 
| the session. And behold, the gentleman says this 
is both satisfactory and conclusive to his mind, 
| that the President will wait till after the close of 
| the session, and then make the a pointments, 
| without the advice and consent of the Senate. 
This, to his mind, (said Mr. L.,) was a strange 
conclusion, even ** passing strange.’’ It brought 
to his recollection (said Mr. L.) the story of a 
| young, artless, but credulous girl. A young gen- 
tleman, for whom, in the sequel of the story it ap- 

eared, she had some kind tender thoughts, made 
| hera visit. They walked out in the evening; the 
‘| silence was broken by his saying the moon was 











consent of the Senate. Was there any precedent ! full and bright. 


| would he follow the example of the gentleman | 


May 2, 


Not the least objection to marry 


| you, sir, was the ready reply. So fond of her 
| lover, so willing to marry, that she took moon for 


| marry. So with the honorable gentleman. He 

| is so fond of opposition—so willing to rate at the 

appropriation, that when the President says he 

intends to nominate during the session, he is un- 
derstood to say he will not. 

Mr. J. REED briefly replied to Mr. Bearpsiey 
‘and Mr. Apams, expressed the grounds of hig 
objection to the amendment moved by Mr. Davis, 
who modified his amendment, and made a few 
remarks in reply to Mr. Apams. 

_ The question was then taken, and negatived, 
‘| without a division. 

(| Mr. FOOT renewed his motion to strike out the 
| words ‘** Great Britain and Russia.’’ 

| On the call of Mr. COULTER, the question on 
striking out was put separately, and negatived. 
|| Yeas 69, nays 101. 


| The item appropriating $58,500 for salaries of 
_chargés d’affaires to Portugal, Denmark, Sweden, 
_ Holland, Turkey, Belgium, Brazil, Buenos Ayres, 
|| Chili, Peru, Mexico, Central America, and New 
|| Granada, having been read— 
| Mr. ADAMS, after some remarks, wished to 
| inquire what information had been communicated 
| as to the mission to the eight places last named. 
Mr. ARCHER rose to reply, but gave way to 
Mr. PATTON, who aaa the committee rise, 
which was carried; and 
The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Frivay, May 2, 1834. 


PETITIONS. 


Mr. PRENTISS presented the proceedings of 

/a convention of delegates from the several towns 
|| of Windsor county, Vermont, and also a memo- 
| rial signed by fifteen hundred and fifty-one inhab- 
itants of that county, in favor of the restoration of 
| the deposites to the Bank of the United States, 
and in favor of the recharter of the said institution; 
|| which were read, referred to the Committee on 
|| Finance, and ordered to be printed. 
|| Mr. SWIFT presented a memorial, of a similar 
| character, from inhabitants of Addison county, 
| Vermont, upon which a like order was taken. 
Mr. WEBSTER presented a memorial from a 
' large number of citizens of Boston, on the subject 
of the existing state of the coins of the country. 
|| Mr. W. said the memorialists complained that the 
| disparity in the real value of the gold and silver 
|| coins compared with their nominal value, and also 
|| the expiration recently of certain laws making for- 
|| eign coins a legal tender in payment of debts, had 
|| produced considerable inconvenience in the com- 
|| mercial world. Mr. W. moved the reference of 
| the memorial to the Committee on Finance; and 
_he would use the occasion to say that the commit- 
| tee had had abill under consideration and in prep- 
aration for some weeks past, applicable to this 
_ subject, and the same matter was also under con- 
|| sideration in the other end of the Capitol. So 
|| that the memorialists would perceive that their 
| wishes had been anticipated in a great measure by 
|| Congress. 
The memorial was referred. 


Mr. EWING presented a memorial, signed by 

about seven hundred and fifty inhabitants of Ross 

| county, Ohio, and another signed by about one 

| hundred citizens of Vermillion township, Richland 

county, Ohio, both in favor of the restoration of 

' the deposites and the recharter of the Bank of the 
|, United States. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on 

Public Lands, asked to be discharged from the 

| further consideration of the petition of certain 

|| Choctaw chiefs, and also to be discharged from 

|| the further consideration of the petition of the 

| Trustees of the Indiana Teachers’ Seminary; 
|| which was agreed to. 

‘| Mr. MOORE, from the Committee on Revolu- 
| tionary Claims, reported a bill from the House of 
| Representatives, with an amendment, for the re- 

|| lief of the legal representatives of Joseph Torry, 

deceased. : 

‘| Also, a bill from the House, with an amend- 
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ment, for the relief of the legal representatives of | 
George Hurlbert, deceased. | 
Mr. CLAY, from the Committee on Public || 
Lands, reported a bill Sreenennne a limited || 
time, the proceeds of the sales of public lands to 
the several States. A portion of the report was | 
read by Mr. C., who moved that five thousand || 
copies be printed, and the bill made the order of || 
the day for Monday week. 
Mr. CLAY having read a part of the report, a | 
motion was made to dispense with its further read- | 


ing. | 

Mr. FORSYTH said he did not know whether | 
it was practicable for gentlemen to express their | 
opinions hereafter upon the character of this re- || 
port. If it could be done on the bill, he had no || 








wish to say anything now. Hecould not vote for 
the printing; and therefore it was that he wished 
to hear it read; and he asked the yeasand nayson | 
the question. | 

Mr. CLAY replied, that undoubtedly there || 
would be ample opportunity to refute the reasons || 
in the report upon the discussion of the bill. Five || 
thousand copies of the message of the President, || 
to which this was an answer, had been printed, || 
and it was but fair that an equal number of this | 
report should be printed for distribution. The bill || 
was similar to that of last session. 

Mr. MOORE would not oppose the printing, 
but he would take the occasion tosay, that he was 
opposed to the bill and the report in the com- 
mittee; and he moved now to lay the motion to 
print on the table tll to-morrow, with a view to 
give an opportunity to examine the report, 

Mr. FORSYTH said, from the explanation given || 
by the gentleman from Kentucky of the bill, it | 
was obvious that no vote hereafter would test the || 
correctness of the doctrines broached in the 
report—it could only be done now. He had not || 
heard it all read, but from what he heard of it, it | 
was respectful, and the character of the committee | 
from which it came was a warranty for that. But | 
he held that the first part of the report, which had | 
been read, was erroneous, and calculated to make 
an incorrect impression as to the character of the | 
President of the United States; and if the report 
were allowed to pass quietly, Mr. F. feared it 
would be taken for granted that we were of the | 
same opinion. It states that the President ought || 
to have returned the bill, that we might have had 
an Opportunity to acton it. There was a provis- 
ion in the Constitution under which the President 
would not have done his duty under the circum- | 
stances, by returning it. The bill was presented 
to him on the last day but one of the last session, | 
and perhaps not before four o’clock in the day; 
he could scarcely have read the bill through, and 
all knew how business was transacted on the last 
day of the session, in consequence of the dilatory 
manner in which business is done, and the disre- 
gard of our rules. The President, at such times, | 
is obliged to read by proxy, for it is impossible | 
for him to do his duty to the public by reading | 
all the bills presented tohim. He is obliged to | 
submit minor matters to his Cabinet officers—he 
uses their eyes and their understandings, and he 
is obliged to do so, in compliance with his con- 
atitutional duties. Now, to expect the President | 
to have taken up this bill, examine it, and return | 
his objections to it in so short a space of time, | 
was very unreasonable. If there was any fault 
at all, it was in Congress. We should provide 
against this abuse, as it was called, of the ex- | 
ecutive power. Reference had been made in the | 
report to Mr. Madison, and a contrast instituted 
between the conduct of the President and that of 
Mr. Madison on the bonus bill. But Mr. F. was 
satisfied that much more time was given to Mr. | 
Madison in that instance. The single point pre- 
sented there was a constitutional one alone—the 
message occupied but a single sheet. But, the | 
gentleman from Kentucky says Mr. Madison | 
sent his chjestions because his successor could not | 
act, Mr, F. did not know his opinions on that | 
subject, but he recollected there weresome doubts | 
on the subject, and he understood it to be asserted | 
here as correct doctrine, that one President might | 
limit the power of his predecessor. Mr. F. thought | 
the successor possessed the same power and right | 
as if he was in office the day before, and therefore 
he thought the opinion of the committee was | 
wrong. It supposed an interregnum in the presi- |! 











| sessed, 


them among the States entirely. 


| tion of fair dealing between the President and a 


|| been printed, he thought an equal number of the 
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dential office—this was wrong, for Mr. F. thought 
the Constitution supposed the Presidency always 
to exist. In the case of a bill, it was the duty of 
the successor to examine it, and to act in the same 


| way as the predecessor would have done. He 


believed it was Mr, Monroe's opinion that a Presi- 
dent coming into office had the same right as to 
bills presented to him that his predecessor pos- 
If this paper went out to the people, it 
would make a false impression in regard to this 
dogma of the committee, 

The yeas and nays on the question of printing 
were ordered. 

Mr. POINDEXTER said the President must 
have known the provisions of this bill several 
months, perhaps a year before it passed, and he 
had then made it the subject of a specific message 
to mislead the judgments of the people. It wasa. 
measure of immense importance to the new States, | 
and the course pursued by the President wad most 
extraordinary; it was not such a message as he 
had a right to present, because we could not ori- 
ginate any new measure on it. Why should the 
new States ask for appropriations for public im- | 
provements and education, when they set their 
faces against the measure which would effect it? 

Mr. BLACK was unwilling his vote on the ques- | 


| tion of printing should become the test on this | 
|| question, 


He voted last year against its passage, 
but not because Congress had not plenary powers, 
but because it distributed the gross proceeds and | 
not the net proceeds; and next, that it digtributed 


Mr. PORTER viewed this as nothing buta ques- | 
majority of the Senate, or the committee at least; | 
and as five thousand copies of the message had 


report ought to be printed. 
Mr. KING, of Alabama, did not rise to discuss || 
the principles of the bill—that was not necessary || 
or proper now; but he wished to do some little | 
justice to the President of the United States. He 
was surprised at the allusion to the non-return of 
the bill, made by the gentleman from Kentucky, 
when he knew, and every Senator knew, that the | 
bill was not presented to the President till the last | 
moment of the session. The President could not |) 
have known what the provisions of the bill were, || 
because it underwent various amendments. Was || 
it fair, then, to charge on the President a wilful || 
retention of this important bill,when he had hardly |, 
a moment to consider it? But was it correct in 


would have passed the billif it had been returned ? || 


|| The majority on its passage was only three, and 
‘| how then could it be supposed that it would pass, | 


the President not having time in discharging the |! 
duty which the Constitution devolved on him se- | 
riously to consider it? And it was not possible for | 
him to say what form it would assume; he, there- || 
fore, examined it, and under the Constitution, re- || 
turned it with his objections, which the gentleman || 
from Mississippi thought a most extraordinary | 
thing, and he was so fond of rejecting presidential | 


| communications, that he wished to reject thisalso. || 


Gentlemen had a great disposition to find fault, 
but there was not the least occasion or room for 
fault-finding on this subject, as the people would 
see by looking atit. He had not examined the || 
paper, but so far asit was read, ‘nee been || 
done to the President, and Mr. K. said, he must || 
read it before he could agree to send out to the || 
country a paper commenting so unfairly on the |, 
President. He differed entirely fromthe gentleman | 
as to the benefit the new States would derive from |, 
the bill, He never wished to withhold informa- | 
tion, and it was with great reluctance that he), 
opposed the printing the extra numbers; butif the | 
gentleman would postpone the matter till to-mor- || 
row, he would examine the paper, and if it was 
at all tenable he would vote to print, 

After a few further remarks by Mr. CLAY, Mr. 
FORSYTH, and Mr. CALHOUN, the motion to || 
print wae agreed to by the following vote: 

YEAS—Mesars. Bell, Black, Calhoun, Cham- | 
bers, Clay, Clayton, Ewing, eng | 1 peng pel | 
dricks, Kent, Knight, Leigh,Linn,McKean,Man- 
gum, Moore, Naudain, Poindexter, Porter, Pren- || 
tiss, Preston, Robbins, aera Silsbee, Smith, | 
Southard, Sprague, Tipton, Tomlinson, Tyler, | 
Waggaman, and Webster—32, ' 


| of the Attorney-General of the 
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NAYS—Mesers. Benton, Brown, Forsyth, 
Grundy, Hill, King of Alabama, King of Georgia, 
White, and Wright—9. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

The following resolutions were submitted by 
Mr. SOUTHARD: 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of the Treaeury be 
directed to communicate to the Senate the res? 


| and monthly reports and statements of the Ban 
| of the United States, and also those of the banks 


which have been selected as places of deposite for 
the public moneye, which have been received at 
the Treasury Department since the firet day of 
February last, and that he be further directed to 
communicate to the Senate such reports and state- 
meats of said banks which he shall hereafter 
receive, a8 soon as conveniently may be, after the 
same shall have been received, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be 
directed to inquire whether any, and which of the 
banks selected by the Secretary of the Treasury 
for the deposite of the public moneys, have stopped 
payment; the amount of public moneys deposited 
in them at the time of the suspension, if any; 


| that they inquire also into the circumstances at- 


tending their selection, and the security taken by 
the Secretary; and whether the public moneys are 
safe in the places where they are now deposited, 
and that they have leave to send for persona and 
papers. 
ty Mr. WEBSTER: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
communicate to the Senate a copy of an opinion 
United States, in 
1829, 1830, or 1831, on the subject of a proposed 
tranefer of appropriations, if such opinion be on 


file, or on record,in the Department of the ‘Treas- 


ury. 

hy Mr. TOMLINSON; 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to communicate to the Senate the report of the 
officer designated under the act of March 2, 1629, 
to survey Norwalk harbor, with a view to tts im- 
provement. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN gave notice that he 
should, to-morrow, ask leave to submit the follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be 
directed to procure thirteen copies of the Ameri- 
can State Papers, now in the course of publication 
by Messrs. Gales & Seaton, for the use of such 


| members of the Senate us are not now entitled to 
|| fact, that two-thirds of the Senate and the House || 


them. 

Mr. CHAMBERS moved that when the Senate 
adjourn, it should stand adjourned to Monday. 
Lost; yeas 17, nays 21. 

Mr. SOUTHARD, from the Committee on Na- 


| val Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of James 


Buchanan, a purser in the Navy; 
Also, a bill for the relief of the executor of Lieu- 


| tenant Colonel Smith, late of the marine corps; 


And moved that the committee be discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition of 
Josiah Hopkins; which was agreed to. 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on 
Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Moses 
Archer. The report accompanying it was ordered 


| to be printed. 


Mr. CHAMBERS, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Com- 
modore John Rodgers, of the United States Navy. 
The report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SILSBEE, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill from the Elouse of Repre- 
sentatives, relative to drawbacks, with an amend- 


ment. 

Mr. TIPTON, from the Select Committee, re- 
ported a bill, with an amendment, for the admis- 
sion of Michigan and Arkaueas Territories into 


| the Union. 


Mr. TIPTON, from the aame committee re- 


| ported a bill for the relief of William Mann. ‘The 


report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SHEPLEY, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, made unfavorable reports upon 
the petitions of Colonel George Gibson, Lieuten- 
ant Gabriel Green, and William Asher. 

The reports were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SHEPLEY, from the same committee, re- 
ported the following bills from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, without amendment: 
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A bill for the relief of Captain Ephraim Whit- || value. It was not proposed to lessen the circula- | 
aker; | tion of our own coinage. That was still exclu- | 
A bill for the relief of William Minor; and || sively to be used in small payments. But our) 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of Dr. William || coinage was insufficient to meet all the large com- | 
Jobonnot. || mercial] transactions. Besides, the Mexican dol- 
On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, the Senate pro- | lars were in fact actually worth about one-half per | 
ceeded to executive business; and after spending || cent. more than our own. 
gome time therein, || Mr. BURGES contended that the public would 
Adjourned. never be satisfied with the operation of this bill, 
di cciil nate | — it provided that the dollar should pass by | 
DPE || tale. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | Mr. WILDEhad formerly bestowed come atten- | 
Fawar, May 2, 1834. | tion to this subject, ata row when he eset to | 
Mr. JARVIS called up the resolution heretofore | the committee with the gentleman from New York, | 
presented by him, providing for the appointment || [Mr. C. P. Wuire,] and when it had also been his 
of a committee to inquire into the causes of the || fortune to introduce a resolution respecting the gold 
failure of the Bank of Washington and Patriotic || #4 silver currency of thecountry. He was fully 
Bank, with the amendment proposed by Mr. || Satisfied that the present bill ought to pass. The 
Hanpi, extending the inquiry into the state of || ©0ins of all the South American States and Mexi- 
the Bank of the Morropelie: |, co were still coined in their original weight and 
No objection being made the resclution was || fineness, except Colombia. In fact they were half 
read. | per cent. better than our own coins. A person 
Mr. CHILTON, who was entitled to the floor |, Who carries ninety-nine of these dollars and one 
from a previous day, consumed the hour appro- || half dollar to the ae a — to receive two 
priated to morning businese, in an animated speech || hundred American half dollars. All the expense 
in favor of the amendment, in which he contended || he is subjected to is the delay of coinage. It will 
that the Bank of the Metropolis had violated its | be better to make these coins a tender at their in- 
charter by issuing notes of a less denomination || amet iaieade: subject the country to the 
vo sag dollars. Before he had concluded his | After M further explanation by Mr.GORHAM, 
0) in reply to Mr. zs, 
Mr. BOON called for the orders of the day. | M-. GOULTER coutenriod (het the subject was | 
SPECIE TENDER BILL. | of so much importance, that further examination | 
The engrossed bill for making certain foreign should be given to it. He could not consent to a | 
silver coins a legal tender in the United States was law which, to all practical purposes, provided that | 
read a third time. | adebt of 100 dollars might be discharged by 99 
Mr. FILLMORE objected to the provisions of | dollars and a half dollar. This was giving too | 
the bill as he understood them. Its object was to | much privilege to the banks, who would redeem | 
provide that in payment of all sums over onehun- | their bills in such coin alone. 
dred dollars ceriain foreign coins should bea legal Mr. SELDEN observed that considerable hostil- | 
tender, according to their weight and fineness. | ity was unexpectedly manifested to this bill, and | 
Now, in practice it would be very inconvenientfor | it seemed to him without adequate cause. Fis | 
the person making a payment not only to weigh || attention had been directed to its provisions more 
bat assay thecoin. He thoughtit should be pro- | particularly, in consequence of receiving informa- 
vided that, if the coin bore a certain recognised || tion from some of his constituents of the necessity 
stamp, the burden of showing its inferiority to the || of enlarging the quantity of silver coin which might | 
standard of that stamp should be cast upon the | be used as a legal tender. 
objecting party. Besides, the weighing was very || The propriety of adopting the dollars of the re- | 
inconvenient. He would much prefer having | publics of South America and Mexico and the five | 
foreign coins made a legal tender by tale, as they , franc pieces, for the purpose, hed been examined | 
were now in the ordinary circulation of the coun- || by gentlemen who had a correct knowledge of the | 
try. | purity and value of these coins, and the benefit and | 
Mr. C. P. WHITE said the making foreign || necessity of rendering them available in the pay- | 
coins a tender bY tale, would entirely defeat the | ment of debts. They had, with a ‘good deal of | 
object of the bill, which was to give such coins | solicitude, urged the subject upon the attention of 
currency in large payments only at their intrinsic | wey members of this House. 
value, keeping the general circulation of the coun- || h 
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| bank less than one hundred dollars of bills at a 


time. Divide the bills into different parcels, less 


than $100, and for each of them these coins are 
| not a legal tender, either by weight or tale. Pay- 
|ment must be made in other coins, dollar for 
| dollar. This oe may render the bili leas 
| extensive in effect thun is now anticipated. Yet 
| it is only intended for large transactions, such as 
| balances between banks. 

| Another objection is started, not pressed, by my 
| colleague, [Mr. CAMBRELENG. } e knows of no 
| reason why the tender should not apply to debts 
less than $100. The answer seems plain, inas- 
much as these coins are to pass by assay and 
weight, and not by tale, the difficulty of ascertain. 
ing their value renders them unfit to be used as a 
legal tender in the minor contracts. The inconve- 
nience would be too great. For small sums, our 
own coins will supply the deficiency. 

Again, it is asked, why does not the bill provide 
for making these coins a tender at once by tale? 
The answer is at hand. We shall be exposed to 
the effect of a depreciation of the value, either by 
diminution or adulteration of the coins. In other 
words, we would give the Governments of these 
countries the power of diminishing the value or 
standard of our circulating medium. This will 
never do. The object of this bill is to increase the 
| quantity of silver which may be used in payments. 
it gives no increased value to these coins beyond 
the actual value of silver. The bill selects from 
| the mass of bullion in circulation in the world a 
| portion of it stamped at certain value, prepared b 
| Governments in which we have a general confi- 
| dence, and with which our commercial relations 
are extensive; the bullion, divided up into pieces 

of portable, convenient dimensions, len stamped 
| and divided, the bill provides that it may be used 
| in the payment of debts at its actual value, to be 
| ascertained by weight and purity. 
| The last objection which he shall notice, is one 
| stated by another colleague from New York. It 
| relates to a question of evidence; that is, who, 
| under this law,must make proof that the coins are 
| of the weight or fineness required: must the indi- 
vidual who offers to pay make proof that they are 
| of the description required, or must the individual 
| to whom payment is to be made show the con- 
trary? His friend seems to think, under this bill, 
| the presumption of law will be against the quality 
‘and quantity of silver in the coin; the contrary 
| strikes him as the true construction. By the bill 
| they are made current, their assay annually at the 
| Mint is provided for. 





| Wecan scarcely apprehend much difficulty ; few 
|| will refuse to receive those coins, lest they should 





try supplied with our own coinage. 

Mr. BURGES thought the 
going back into the practice of ancient times when 
gold and silver was current only by weight. In 
modern times metallic currency is stamped and 


en the immense disproportion between the || be adulterated, in payment of any debt; the weight 


| amount of debts to be paid and the medium where- || can easily be determined. The objection that those 
ill provided for | 


| with they can be legally paid is considered, few can || who have debts due them over one hundred dollars, 
| doubt the necessity of some legislation in the mat- || and owe debts under that sum, may be compelled 

ter. Although it is pretty well ascertained that || to receive in payment a coin which they cannot 
_ there are upwards of twenty millions of specie in || pass away in payment, is an objection, but it is 


passes from hand to hand by tale. He was totally || the United States, yet it is said that not more than | 
opposed to the making of mere bullion a lawful || four millions consist of coins which constitute a | 
tender. This was the practical effect of the bill. || legal tender under our laws; the balance consists | 

Mr.CAMBRELENG. Ifgentiemen will recur || principally of the dollars and coin referred to in | 
back a few years, they will perceive the necessity || this bill. It is estimated that the contracts to be 
for this bill. Formerly the Spanish milled dollars || fulfilled and paid by and to banks and money cor- 
formed nearly the whole metallic currency of the | rations alone, amount, in this country, to four | 
country, and were n legal tender. The countries || hundred millions of dollars, which would allow | 
where these dollars had been coined had thrown || one doltar of legal currency for one hundred dol- 





off their dependence on Spain, and now issued the || larsofdebt. And the immense amount of engage- 
republican dollar of Mexico and the South Amer- |' ments existing between individual and individual, 
ican States, which, with the five frank pieces, || and we cannot but perceive the difficulties now ex- 
formed a great portion of our metallic currency. | isting, and the necessity of correcting them so far 
This bill merely proposes to make these coins a | as we can. 
legal tender at their actual value, Hecould per-|| The objections taken to some of the provisions 
ceive no substantial grounds for objection to this. || of the bill, do not appear well-founded. The first, 
These coins now circulated by common consent. || is that suggested by the gentleman from Pennsy!- 
Most of them were better than our own in point || vania. He thinks, as some of these coins are a 
of business. He hoped the bill would pass. —_|| half per cent. above the actual value of the dollar 
Mr. FILLMORE apprehended his objection || of the United States, and as they are to pass by 
was not understood. These coins were in gen- } weight, and not by tale, that an individual who 
eral circulation. He could thereforesee no reason || holds a hundred dollars of bank notes, and pre- 
why they should not be made a tender for small | sents them for redemption, will receive only ninety- 
debts as well as large, and by tale. The stamp | nine pieces of these coins and one of our own half 
should be prima facie evidence of the fineness of || dollars in full; and that, as they are not a legal 
coins. , tender for sums under one hundred dollars, he can- 
Mr. GORHAM said the inconvenience to be | not pay them out at the rate at which he was com- 
obviated by this bill was to provide that large lled to receive them. It may be suggested to the 
debts might be paid by the foreign coins, inetead Roesrabte gentleman, that his constituents would 
of their being merely pieces of silver without legal |! avoid the difficulty entirely by presenting to the 


| certainly a very slight one—those thus situated 
| can always exchange with others having large debts 
to pay. 

n Gonbbubients the effect of this bill will be to 
increase the quantity of silver in circulation by 
enabling the banks to rely upon these foreign coins 
as the means for redeeming their bills, and release 
the coins of our own country from their vaults. 
All agree that an increase of the precious metals 
will prove beneficial; this bill has a tendency to pro- 
duce such a result. 

Mr. JONES said that though he had objections 
to the bill, both as to the limitation of time, and 
the sums for which these coins might be a tender, 
still he considered it so important to have further 
metallic legal currency to satisfy the immense debts 
which were due, that he should feel bound to sup- 
port it in its present shape. The facts stated by 
the gentleman from New York [Mr. Se_pen] were 
sufficient to convince any one of the absolute neces- 
sity for this measure. 

r. H. KING contended that the effect of the 
bill would be to raise the value of foreign coins, as 
well as make them a legal tender. 

Mr.C. P. WHITE, in reply, stated that the bill 
expressly avoided interfering with the value of the 
coins, except according to their weightand fineness. 
To illustrate the necessity for this measure, he 
stated that o demand of $50,000 was made upon 
the branch bank at New York, having at the time 
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two millions in foreign gold and silver coins in the | 
vaults. Theindividual holding theclaim refused to | 
acceptfifty thousand Mexican dollars, which were 
of greater intrinsic value than so many of our own 
dollars. The bank was, in consequence, obliged, 
with two millions of specie on hand, to send to 
another institution for means to pay this demand. | 
Unless this bill should pass, the commercial com- 
munity would be exposed to great inconvenience. 

Mr. DENNY ee objection to the bill as far 
as it went, but was anxious to see some further 
provision added to it. 


Mr. WILDE said the subject of coins and cur- || 
rency was among the most abstruse questions in | 


the abstruse science of political economy. To give | 
gentlemen further time for consideration, as he was 
anxious that the measure should be supported by 
a strong vote, he moved to postpone the subject | 
until Tuesday next; which was agreed to. 


Mr. POLK asked the consent of the House to || 


proceed to the consideration of the appropriation 


Mr. ADAMS, of Massachusetts, wished, he || 


said, before the House resumed the subject, to 
obtain some information on the item now under 
consideration, and objected to the motion. 

Mr. POLK moved to suspend the rules, for the | 


| 
pormees of proceeding to the consideration of the || 
{ 


ill; and it was agreed to. 

The House then went into Committee of the | 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Hunpsarp | 
in the chair,) noon the general appropriation bill, 
the following clause being under consideration: | 

For the salaries of the chargés des affaires to | 
Portugal, Denmark, Sweden, Holland, Turkey, | 
Belgium, Brazil, Buenos Ayres, Chili, Peru, 
Mexico, Central America, and New Granada, 
fifty-eight thousand five hundred dollars. 

Mr. J.Q@. ADAMS made some remarks upon 
the clause, and objected to it that some of the coun- | 
tries named were too inconsiderable to require the 
establishment of permanent diplomatic intercourse 
with them. The House, he thought, ought to be 
informed what are the relations with those Powers 
which render it necessary that we should maintain 

ermanent missionsthere. There were some other 

owers not named here which were as important, 
in reference to their relations with us, as those 
which are named. The Republic of Switzerland 
was a nation with whom we ought to sympathize 
more than with any other nation of Europe, be- 
cause, like ourselves, it is republican; but we never 
had any mission there, though Switzerland holds | 
diplomatic intercourse with all the nations of | 
Europe. 

There had been times when we held no diplo- 
matic intercourse with some larger Powers, Swe- 
den, Denmark, and Prussia. With these we had 


occasional intercourse, butno permanent missions || 


had ever been established there. The principle of 
this Government has been, not to have missions 
unless there was a special call for them; and this 
principle was founded on economy, which we had 
not, he hoped, entirely abandoned. We had 
restricted the number of our missions heretofore 
on the score of economy only, for, in point of 
expediency, it might be very well to hoid inter- 
course with every Power. 

He referred to the proceedings of the Govern- 
ment at its first organization, to show that no dip- 
lomatic mission was established, unless there was 
special occasion for it. He referred to the mis- 
sions to Belgium and Central America, as wholly 
unnecessary. In reference to Buenos Ayres he 
wished to know what had become of our quarrel 
with that Power, and whether there was any occa- 
sion for reéstablishing diplomatic relations with it. 
He addressed these inquiries to the chairman of 
the Committee on Foreign Relations, because (he 
said) he had ascertained that he could not obtain 
the information elsewhere. 

Mr. ARCHER understood the honorable gen- 
tleman from Maseachusetts as making an inquiry 
of an extent so | as to go into all the diplo- 
matic relations of the country, excepting those 
embraced in the clauses of the bill disposed of 
yesterday. The inquiry which the gentleman 
made last night and to-day, went to this extraor- 
dinary extent, embracing all ‘he plans and views 
of the Administration on the subject of our dip- | 
lomatic relations. 

Mr. A. considered that in relation to a large 
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|| to sustain any diplomatic relations at all. 
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| portion of these missions, the onus rested upon us 
to show that they were unnecessary. And why? 
Because this is not the department to which the 
| Constitution has assigned the right and duty of 
establishing diplomatic missions. We are not 
| participants in the responsibility of selecting the 
Powers with which we shall have diplematic 
The gentleman from Massachusetts, 
on the contrary, goes on the ground that, before 
any diplomatic mission can be established, it must 
; be approved by us. Is that the theory of our 
Constitution? Suppose a mission has been in 
existence for years, are we to say that it has been 
improperly established? He trusted that it was 
sufficient to say, in relation to all but two of these 
| missions, that they were established constitution- 


| ally; that ministers had been appointed and sent 


to fill them, and were now in the discharge of their 
duties. Was the doctrine to prevail that every 
ear we are to demand proof of what has already 


| Soom sufficiently well proven, that a particular 
bill. || 
| 


mission is necessary ? 
The gentleman admitted that it would be expe- 





|| dient to establish missions elsewhere, and in this 
|| he agreed with him. 


He thought himself that it 


|| would be highly proper to establish a diplomatic 


| intercourse with Austria, one of the most impor- 
tant Powers in Europe; a Power with which we 


ports to which we have access we have a valuable 
and growing commerce. 

It was with unaffected surprise that he found 
the honorable gentleman from Massachusetts dis- 
posed tosweep away all our diplomatic intercourse. 
W hat was the main object of our diplomatic in- 
tercourse? We were not concerned in the alterca- 
tions of all these Powers. Our object was solely 
to maintain and extend the high and important in- 
terests of our commerce. 
we gave to every man the exclusive fruits of his 
industry. But of what use was this, unless we gave 
him facilities for making this privilege available? 
Unless for this principle, we had very little reason 
Shall 
we be told that a nation as rich as this—the richest 
on the globe except Great Britain—cannot afford 
to protect its commerce with any foreign nation at 
the expense of four thousand five hundred dollars 
ayear? In relation to those Governments where 
we have had for a long timea permanent mission, 
and with which we had a valuable commerce, he 
trusted that it was unnecessary to say anything 
more. The gentleman asks why we have a mis- 
sion to Belgium, a new State, and recently con- 
nected with Holland? Because (he replied) if the 
whole of our commerce with the Netherlands was 
worthy of preservation, one half of itwas. At 
least it was worthy of preservation at the expense 
of a few thousand dollars a year. This new and 
important state sought the establishment of diplo- 
matic relations with us; and he asked what the 
gentleman would have said if the President had 
refused, on the score of economy, to reciprocate 
the disposition of the Government of Belgium? 
With this Power, which possessed one of the most 
important ports in Europe, we had a valuable and 
a growing trade. If her overture had been refused, 
she would have been justified in refusing to usany 
commercial facilities whatever, or at least in rais- 
ing her tariff to our disadvantage. If this conse- 
quence had followed the refusal or neglect of the 
President to nominate a minister to Belgium, the 
gentleman would have pronounced upon the Pres- 
ident his unqualified censure. 

Mr. A. went into a view of our object in estab- 
lishing a diplomatic intercourse with the States of 
South America. Were we now to abandon those 
objects for which, after long and mature delibera- 
tion, we established these relations? And for what 
purpose should we abandon them? To avoid an 
expense of $4,500? After all the parade we had 
made in relation to the concerns of South Amer- 
ica,were we to renounce our connection with them 
merely for the sake of a small saving to this rich 
country? One of our objects was to establish a 
favorable intercourse with these States, and to 
guard it from the effects of European rivalry. Was 
it not important to us to procure our share of this 
vast and rapidly increasing trade, and must we 
sacrifice it to the rivalry of foreign Powers for the 
sake of the important sum of $4,500 a year? 

Mr. A. here exitered into a full statistical state- 
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Under our institutions, || 


| ment in relation to the trade of different States of 
|| South America. 
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Mr. ADAMS bere interrupted the gentleman 
from Virginia, by asking him how it happened 


| that, in this apprepriauon, Colombia was over- 


looked? It would seem that, since its important 
port was found, the State itself was lost. 

Mr. ARCHER replied, that Colombia was now 
divided into three Powers: Venezuela, New Gra- 
nada, and Ecuador. At New Granada, we had 
now a minister, a citizen of Kentucky. We had 
an extensive trade with all three of these countries, 
and, in his opinion, we ought to have a minister 
in each of them. He suggested reasons, in con- 
nexion with the unsettled state of the Governments 


| of South America, which rendered it more impeor- 
| tant for us to maintain diplomatic relations with 


them than with any European Governments. 

In relation to the mission to Buenos Ayres, he 
explained that when our relations with that Gov- 
ernment were suspended, it was communicated to 


| us officially that the negotiation would be renewed 


here, and that a minister would be soon sent to us 
A short time back, another 
communication was received from the Government 


| of Buenos Ayres, stating that a minister might be 
| immediately expected by our Government, Under 


these circumstances it would not be proper to re- 
fuse the Administration the means of reciprocating 
the disposition of the Government of Buenos Ayres. 
Having made the explanation which the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts required, he would re- 
peat, that when a mission had been established by 
the President, with the assent of the Senate, this 
House could not, with propriety, interpose any 
objections to it, unless something should come to 


| our ears showing that some abuses existed in re- 


lation to it. Before the President and Senate had 
acted, we might undoubtedly demand the reasons 
for which our money was required. 

Mr. POLK said he presumed the committee 
would bear in mind that this clause in the bill did 
not provide for any new mission. They had eli 
been established in the usual constitutional man- 
ner. He was anxious that the committee might 
get through with the bill and oper it to the 
House. Therea distinct vote could be taken upon 
each item. He therefore hoped the bill might be 
proceeded in without any unnecessary delay in its 
present stage. Inthe House the whole ground 
might be gone over. 

Mr. J.Q. ADAMS said, his object in making 
the inquiry which had been responded to by the 


| chairman of the Committee on Foreign Relations 


(Mr. Arcuer] was, to obtain information which 
might govern his vote upon this appropriation. 
It was but justice to say, that the greatest part of 
the explanation of the gentleman was of a satis- 
factory character. Butas to the mission to Buenos 
Ayres, to which his inquiries had been specially 
directed, the explanation was not satisfactory. 
Before he alluded further to that subject, he would 
notice the opinion expressed by the gentleman, 
that the onus probandi, when negotiations were 
made by the Executive, lay upon the members of 
the House who objected tothem. The gentleman 
was the last individual from whom he expected 
to hear such a doctrine. 

It was not consonant to the settled principles of 
our Government. In the discussions arising out 
of the treaty with Great Britain, (commonly called 
Jay’s treaty,) the relative rights of this House and 
of the President and Senate were brought up under 
circumstances which interested the whole country. 
When the appropriations necessary to carry the 
treaty into effect were called for by President 
Washington, this House demanded that the in- 
structions under which the negotiation had been 
effected should be laid — them, in order ‘ont 
the propriety of making the appropriation might 
be desermined President Waeabinaten refused to 
furnish the House with those instructions. A 
resolution was then adopted, declaring that the 
House, so far as regarded the appropriation of 
money required by a treaty, were not foreclosed 
by its ratification by the President and Senate. 

he doctrine of this resolution had been adhered 
to ever since, and had become a settled principle. 

This principle applied with far more force to the 
appointment of a minister abroad. In the case of 
a treaty, a foreign Power was concerned as a 
party and many considerationg should have weight, 
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which did net exist in the case of the appointment 
by the Preeident and Senate of one of our own 
citizens to a mission abroad. 

Mr. A. went at length into thearguments which 
had been employed against the appropriation for 
the Panama mission, to show that the House was 
not precluded from a decision whether a mission 
was necessary or otherwise. Asto the proposed 
appropriation for a chargé d’affaires at Buenos 
Ayres, the explanation was not satisfactory. He 
was in possession of a publication in the Spanish 
language, made by the Government of that Re- 
public, containing the correspondence between the 
gentleman who had been charged with our interests 
there and that Government, which contained ob- 
servations requiring further explanation than had 
been given. He therefore moved to strike out 
the items providing for an outfit and salary for a 
chargé d’affaires at Buenos Ayres out of the bill. 

Mr. WAYNE rose, but gave way to 

Mr. MERCER, who moved the committee rise, 
which was negatived: 

Ayes 66, noes 81. 

Mr WAYNE proceeded to say that the impa- 
tience of the committee, at hearing a speech at so 
late a period of the day, admonished him of the 
ane of permitting the question to be taken. 

ut the earnest manner in which the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] had urged his 
objections, induced him to submit one or two ob- 
servationsin reply to his views upon the power of 
the Hiouse to examine into the necessity and pro- 
riety of foreign missions which had been estab- 
ished in the usual form. In the cases put by the 
gentieman, he believed there was no member of 
the House who doubted the right of the House to 
interpose their opinions. But a broad distinction 
existed between those cases and the present: here 
was a mission, established and recognised year 
after year by the House. In these cases nothing 
of that kind existed. The principle of the resolu- 
tion introduced by the gentleman from Tennessee 
{Mr. Pork] upon the Ist of April, 1826, relative 
to the Panama mission, which had been alluded 
to, could not be extended to the present case. The 
object of that mission was not the usual diplomatic 
intercourse recognised by the laws of nations. It 
was there proposed to send ministers to a congress 
of nations: here it is merely proposed to continue 
a mission long since established. 

Mr. W. replied to the other positions taken by 
Mr. Apvams, with much force; when the question 
was taken, and the motion to strike out negatived: 
ayes 19, noes 102. 

The item providing outfits for a minister to Rus- 
sia and a chargé to Buenos Ayres having been 
read— 

Mr. ARCHER moved to amend the clause by 
inserting outfits for chargés des affaires to Chili 


and Brazil; which, after a brief explanation from || 


that gentleman, was agreed to. 

The item for salaries for agents of claims at 
London and Paris having been read, 

Mr. W. R. DAVIS suggested that the office of 
agent for claims at Paris being no longer neces- 
sary, it would be better to change the name of the 
allowance to that of salary to the consul. 

Mr. POLK, after an explanation on the subject, 


said that if any change of phraseology was || 


regarded as important, it could be done when the 
bill came before the House. 

When the items providing appropriations for 
completing custom-houses at New London, Mid- 
dietown, New Bedford, Newburyport, and Balti- 
more, were read, 

Mr. McKAY stated at length the various sums 
appropriated heretofore for these objects and the 
estimates made for their completion, and contended 
that in some instances the amounts named in the 
bill were larger than were necessary. Aftermoving 
to reduce the amount at Middletown, which was 
carried, Mr. McK. said he was extremely unwil- 


ling to detain the committee atso late an hour, but || 


believing, as he did, that a profuse expenditure 
had been gone into on these subjects, he would 
suspend the further motions he had proposed to 
make until the bill came into the House. 

Mr. POLK said there were a few amendments 


Ways and Means to offer, which he could do pro 
forma, in order that they might come up in the 
House. 


|| had taken place. 


| 
i} 


i} 
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adopted, and others rejected. 

Mr. ARCHER said he was instructed by the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs to move two or three 
amendments, which he would now do, without 
intending to discuss them at this time. They were 
accordingly proposed and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. POLK, the committee then 
rose and reported the bill and amendments to the 
House. 

Mr. POLK moved that the bill, as amended, be 
printed. 


Mr. EVANS suggested the propriety of print- | 


ing also the amendments which had been proposed 
and rejected, to which Mr. Pork assented, and it 
was ordered accordingly. 


Mr. PINCKNEY, byconsent, moved that when | 


the House adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Mon- 
day next; which was agreed to. 
The House then, at nearly eight o’clock, 
Adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Saturpay, May 3, 1834. 
PETITIONS. 
Mr. SILSBEE said he desired to present a 





memorial from that section of New England which | 


was extensively engaged in the fishing business. 
They complained of great pecuniary distress and 
pressure, and injury to their commerce, owing 
to the removal of the deposites. He moved the 


usual reference of the memorial; and, after being 


read, 
Mr. FORSYTH said he thought he understood 
that this memorial came from a district of country 
engaged in the business of fishing, complaining of 
the destruction of theircommerce. We had heard 
much of distress in the country, and we had me- 
morials presented on the subject every day, and 
honorable gentlemen here proclaimed that great 
distress and reductions in the prices of various 
products was produced by the late measures of 
| the President. As to other great objects of in- 
dustry, the 
| they were. 
| Mr. SILSBEE replied, that he had not taken 
| much time to inform himself. He believed that 


| oil was from 70 to 75 cents a gallon; what the | 
It sold at) 
from 90 to 100 cents by the smal) quantity, and | 


| ordinary price was, he could not say. 


he would tell the gentleman that ships employed 


in the whale fishing had depreciated 25 per cent. | 


He also hoped the gentleman from Georgia did 
'||not mean to say that he (Mr. 8.) had occupied 


much time in discussions upon presenting memo- | 


rials. 

Mr. FORSYTH did not intend charging the 
|, honorable gentleman with having occupied the 
| time of the Senate by speaking upon memorials. 
| He would do him no such injustice; but healluded 
to all the gentlemen on that side of the House. 

As regarded the distress of the people of New 
| Bedford, he thought the memorial said that ten 
| thousand seamen were affected by the act of the 
Executive, and the honorable member told us that 
the object for which the sailors were employed 


his experience and observation, 70 to 76 cents was 


a very living price for fish oil, and while it stood | 


ed in the busi- 
But it was said that the equipments of 


_ at that, the sailors would be en 
ness. 


1 vessels was much reduced in price, and that a 


deficiency in the value of ships of 25 per cent. 
But Mr. F. thought that upon 
examination, it would be seen that this was not 
founded in fact. The cries of distress were got 
up, not in the sections from which these memorials 
came, butelsewhere. The heaviestcry came from 
Baltimore, and there the pressure was extreme. 
He held in his hand the prices current in Balti- 
| more, and from that it would seem that the prices 
| were good. Fish, shad, were $6 50, and herring 


|| $3 50 per barrel; flour, sales of Howard street at 
|| $5 per barrel. 
|| vert to for the benefit of the gentleman from Lou- 
which he had in charge from the Committee of | 


The article of sugar he would ad- 


hed heard a very large crop was sold lately in 
Philadelphia at 8 cents. Tobacco $3 50. Cotton 


additional items to the bill, some of which were | 


rices current showed how correct | 
He would ask the gentleman who | 
resented this memorial what the price of oil was? | 


bore the ordinary price. Mr. F. said that from || 
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prices. Mr. F. hoped gentlemen would les at 


| the prices current from the various parts of the 


country from which these memorials come. He 
believed that persons doing business on credit 
might be suffering embarrassment, but he denied 
that there was any distress pressing on the great 
_ objects of the country. 
Mr. WEBSTER said that the theory of the 
honorable member from Georgia was factitious, 
_ and not real. But he thought the slightest refer. 
ence to the great interests of the whale fisheries 
would convince any man that it must be most 
affected by causes disturbing the general credit of 
the country, owing to the long credits which the 
business required, and therefore the gentleman was 
| mistaken in applying his remarks to the people of 
New Bedford. The fishing business was almost 
the sole business of New Bedford and Nantucket, 
and the time was when, with no other trade, they 
| had from seventy to eighty ships engaged in it 
beyond the capes of Good Hopeand Horn. They 
must therefore deal on credit, and their cry was 
not false clamor. But we were told by honorable 
gentlemen that when the question was settled, 
| prosperity would revive. Well, a decision had 
been made a month ago, by a majority of half a 
hundred votes, that the bank should not be rechar- 
tered, and yet the country is not settled, but is 
further from it than ever. 

Mr. FORSYTH replied, that he had not said 
that there was no cause of distress in the country, 
and that all the complaints sent here were false 
clamor. He admitted there was distress in some 
portions of the country, arising from the abridg- 
ment of banking accommodations, and the derange- 
ment of the exchanges of the country. He believed 
that distress did exist among business men whose 
accommodations had stopped, and where runs had 
been made vpon banks having no metallic basis 
to support them. What he said was this: that 
there was no foundation for the ery of distress, 
when we looked to the prices of the products of 
labor upon the forest, the ocean, or the earth. 
| And what were they? All the pricesshowed them 
to be as high now as they were this time last year, 
or higher than they were at the time when, accord- 
ing to the statements of honorable gentlemen, the 
country was overflowing with prosperity. The 

rices current were so over the whole United 
tates. In Boston, on the 28th April, in the arti- 
cle of coffee, the prices were rising. [Mr. F. here 
read from the newspaper report of prices current. ] 
Now, as to the article of cotton in Boston, four 
|| thousand bales were sold on manufacturer’s ac- 
count. So that all the manufactories were not 
stopped yet. New Orleans cotton thirteen to fif- 
teen; flour in demand and scarce; and he hoped, 
when this news of the flour market reached New 
, Orleans, it would rise there. Fish and molasses 
| as high as last year; sugar, prices firm, and eup- 
plies limited. Now, gentlemen said that the great 
necessaries of life were high, because the people 
must eat. But here all the prices were given. The 
lumber trade, too, stood, in the same condition as 
it did this time last year, when we were enjoying 
the most unbounded prosperity. 
But the gentleman from Massachusetts said that 
ioe F.) was mistaken in regard to the New 
Bedford people. What he (Mr. F.) stated was, 
that the persons engaged in the whale fishing, if it 
|| be admitted that the article of their pursuit in busi- 


| ness is as high as usual, cannot be suffering dis- 
| tress. But the gentleman from Massachusetts tells 
us of great rivalry existing in the New Bedford 
| and Nantucket fisheries. And what were the ele- 
| ments of this rivalry? Let us examine the sub- 
| ject a little. The people of New Bedford and 
| Nantucket are, beyond all doubt, unrivaled by the 
‘| world in nautical skill and enterprise. But the 
| case is different in other parts of the world, where 
the expenses of an outfit, &c., are very great. 
| There they are much cheaper. But the gentleman 
| from Massachusetts said that their business was 
_ deranged, because they purchased on a credit. 


|| The materials were all there; and the only differ- 


‘| ence was, that those who had not capital could not 


get it. Mr. F. said his remarks applied to the 


'| sailors in that service, as the memorial referred to 
_isiana, (Mr. Porrer:] it was $7 to $8 50; andhe | ten thousand sailors who were injuriously affected 
_ by the measures of the Administration. He be- 
, | lieved that the sailors engaged in those 
Mr. P. accordingly proposed several || 12} to 13—holders firm, and expecting better || @ share of the profits of the voyage. 


for 
» how 


Wel 





aa 


were they affected ? The returns of former voyages 

were here, and the object of their enterprise was 

at the same price. Was there any difficulty in 

making investments, when the materials were 25 
er cent. less in price then formerly? 

But the honorable gentleman had referred to our 
predictions, that when this agitating question was 
settled, relief and tranquillity would be restored to 
the country. And he told us that it was settled by 
the other branch of Congress. Did that gentleman 
so consider it? Could he calculate that it was 


settled ? What was the object of these memorials, | 


and the speeches delivered upon them? Why, 
thatit should be unsettled until it could be settled 
in a particular way. If honorable members had 
been satisfied with the judgment of the House of 
Representatives, and turned their attention to the 
adoption of measures for the general good, it 
would have been settled; but they have entered 
into the drama before the people with the House of 
Representatives, and none with more force and 
eloquence than the honorable gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts, that the country must and should be 
agitated. But, as far as it could be settled under 
the circumstances, it had been produced. Had 
nota manifest change for the better, in the money 
market, taken place? Had not stocks risen? 
Had not exchange risen? ere there complaints 
inthecity market? No. And this was owing in 
part to the fulfilment of the prophecy by us; and 
when the people saw that the wishes of the gentle- 
man could not be accomplished, gentlemen would. 
cease to agitate the public mind, which would not 
have been agitated by the measures of the Eyxecu- 
tive but for the interposition of extraneous causes. 

Some further remarks were made by Messrs. 
KNIGHT, PORTER,SILSBEE,CHAMBERS, 
EWING, SPRAGUE, FORSYTH, and POIN- 
DEXTER, when 

‘The memorial was referred to the Committee on 
Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HENDRICKS moved that the special 
orders be postponed in order to take up the resolu- 
tion submitted by him some days ago, setting 


aside Fridays and Saturdays for the consideration | 


of private business. 
15, nays 18. 

The following resolution was submitted by Mr. 
HENDRICKS: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of making an appropriation to pay for blankets 
furnished the militia of Michigan in the late war 


The motion was lost—yeas 


against Black Hawk and his followers, which | 
blankets were not charged on the company muster- | 


rolls and deducted fromthe pay of the soldiers 
who received the same. 
This resolution was agreed to. 


By Mr. POINDEXTER: {| 
Resolved, That until the special order of theday, | 


on the protest of the President of the United States, 
shall be finally disposed of, the Chair shall an- 
nounce the order on each day immediately after 
the Journal shall have been read. 


By Mr. SPRAGUE: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to communicate to the Senate a statement 
of the amount of fees accruing in each collection 
district in the United States, in each year, since 
January 1, 1829; the amount of fees paid at the 
Treasury, in each year, by those collectors whose | 
fees have amounted to more than the maximum 
allowed them by law; the names and number of | 
clerks and deputies employed by each collector | 
who has received such excess of fees; the time | 


when they were employed, and the amount paid | 


each in each year. Also, a statement of the con- 
tingent expenses of each office where such excess | 
of fees has been received, whether any allowances | 
have been made to officers of the customs for trav- 

elling expenses; and if so, the names of such offi- | 


cers, and the times when such expenses were | 


senasalll 


' further consideration of the petition of Dr. Boyd 
Reilly, in order that the memorialist might have 
the benefit of a more suitable reference. Agreed 
to. 

Mr. TYLER made an unsuccessful motion to 

take up a number of bills from the other House; 

when, 
On motion of Mr. FORSYTH, 
The Senate adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, May 5, 1834. 


A message upon executive business was received 
from the President of the United States, by Mr. 
Done.son, his Private Secretary. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented a commu- 
nication from the ‘Treasury Department, transmit- 
ting a report from the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office, detailing the gross amount of the 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


sales of public lands, in compliance with the reso- | 


lution of the Senate of the 28th April. 


On motion of Mr. CLAY, the report was order- 


ed to be printed. 


The Senate then took up the resolution submit- 
ted by Mr. PoinpextTer, requiring all business to 
give way to the consideration of the special order, 
being the President’s protest. 

Mr. HENDRICKS moved to amend, by insert- 
ing **except Fridays and Saturdays in each and 
every week, which days shall be devoted to the 
consideration of bills.” 

The amendment was advocated by Messrs. 
HENDRICKS, KING of Alabama, KING of 
Georgia, KNIGHT and TIPTON; and opposed 
by Messrs. CLAY, CLAYTON .EWING,POIN- 
DEXTER, SPRAGUE, and WEBSTER; and 

' was adopted by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Brown, Forsyth, Frelinghuy- 
sen, Grundy, Hendricks, Hill, Kane, King of Al- 
abama, King of Georgia, Knight, Linn, McKean, 
Prentiss, Shepley, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, 

| White, Wilkins, Wright—20. 
NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Benton, 
| Clayton, Ewing, Leigh, Moore, Naudain, Poin- 
| dexter, Porter, Preston, Robbins, Silsbee, Smith, 
Sprague, Tomlinson, Tyler, Webster—19. 

Mr. POINDEXTER then proposed to with- 

draw the resolution; but this not being in order, 
| he then moved that the resolution and amendment 
| be laid upon the table; which was decided in the 
affirmative, by the following vote: 


YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Benton, Black, Clay, 
| Clayton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, King of Ala- 


| bama, King of Georgia, Knight, Leigh, Moore, || 


| Naudain, Poindexter, Porter, Preston, Robbins, 
| 


| the amount of expenditures in that department for 
| 1833; which, 


| printed. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


sidered, and adopted: 
By Mr. TIPTON: 


Silsbee, Smith, Sprague, Swift, Tomlinson, Tyler, | 

|| Wageaman, Webster, W hite—26. 

| NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Forsyth, Grundy, | 

| Hendricks, Hill, Kane, Linn, McKean, Prentiss, | 

| Shepley, Tallmadge, Tipton, Wilkins, Wirght— || 
5 


The VICE PRESIDENT presented a commu- | 
| nication from the War Department, transmitting || 


On motion of Mr. WHITE, was ordered to be |) 


363 


of Alabama, with the sum of one hundred dollars, 
which was received by said Mitchell at the land 
sales in a counterfeit bill on the Bank of the United 
States. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented: the petition of 
Thomas Harrison; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. TOMLINSON presented the petition of 
Eli Mitchell; which was referred to the same 
committee, 


Mr. TOMLINSON presented the petition of 


| Daniel Tomlinson, praying the passage of an act 


extending his rights as a patentee of some inven- 


tion 1p the currying knife; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 


GENERAL ORDERS. 


The resolutions submitted at various periods 
for several days past by Messrs. CLIAMBERS, 
PRENTISS, and SOUTHARD, were taken up 
and adopted. 

SPECIAL ORDER. 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the special order of the day, being Mr. Dinp’s 
amendment of Mr. Powpexter’s resolutions on 
the protest of the President of the United States. 

Mr. WRIGHT then took the floor, and spoke 


in support of the President’s protest, and in favor 


| of receiving and recording it on the Journal; after 


Slack, Clay, || 


tl 


|| sity of human opinion, while mankind remain con- 


‘| The following resolutions were severally con- | 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary i 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of || 


allowing to the heirs of Antoine Peltier, deceased, || 


| the amount of their claim adjusted and allowed by 
the State of Virginia, for moneys advanced by said 


| 


|| Peltier to the regiment of General George Rogers 


| Clark, in the Illinois country. 
By Mr. PRESTON: 


| 





which 

Mr. CLAY made some explanatory remarks 
upon thecondemnatory resolutions, and the several 
modifications which were made of them. 

Mr. CALHOUN then roseand expressed a wish 
to be heard on the subject, and moved an adjourn- 
ment, but withdrew the motion at the request of 

Mr. POINDEXTER, whogave notice that, with 
a view to bring this discussion to a speedy close, 
he would, every day at one o’clock, move to pro- 
ceed to the special order, and postpone any other 


| business, even to the interruption of speaking; and 


that he would, for one, resist any motion to adjourn 


| hereafter till five o’clock. 


Mr. WEBSTER coincided in opinion with Mr. 
PomnpexTer; and said he had severdl memorials 
which he wished to present after the discussion 
had terminated. 

The Senate, on motion of Mr. POINDEXTER, 
proceeded to the consideration of executive bus- 


| iness; and, after some time spent therein, 


The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Monpay, May 5, 1834. 


This being the day for the presentation of pe- 
titions, the memorial presented from citizens of 
Georgia, by Mr. Wayne, on Monday Inst, was 
taken up, and, on motion of Mr. W., its further 
consideration was postponed till next Monday. 

The memorial of a convention held in the third 
congressional district of Massachusetts, in favor 
of the restoration of the deposites of the public 
moneys to the Bank of the United States, which 
was presented last Monday, and was not then dis- 


|| posed of, being taken up, 


Mr. OSGOOD said it was always an unpleasant 
task for a Representative to oppose the wishes of 
any portion of hisconstituents. Considering him- 
self as the organ of their will, he cannot, without 
many painful sensations of regret, find his own 
sentiments if opposition to theirs. But the diver- 


stituted as they are, must often render it necessary 
for him to gratify the wishes of one part of his 
constituents at the risk of displeasing the rest. 
Nor will he always be able to find out what the 
wishes of a majority of his constituents really are. 
As to the general course of his official duties, if 
he has openly avowed his adherence to a political 
party, if he has been chosen with a knowledge on 


| the part of his constituents of his political predi- 
| lections, he may safely conclude that a concurrence 
| with the measures of his party will not be obnox- 


incurred. And also, a statement of the names of | Resolved, That the laws of the Territory of 
persons who hold, or have held, several offices in || Florida be referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
the customs at the same time, since January 1, | ciary. | ious to those who elected him. But a new state 
1829, with the date and time of continuance of | By Mr. KING, of Alabama: '| of things may arise, unexpected events may hap- 
their appointment, and the amount of pay which || Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be || pen, unforeseen measures may be proposed, a dif- 
they have received from each office which they || instructed to inquire into the expediency of author- || ferent course of policy may be instituted, and the 
have so held during the period aforesaid. '| izing the Secretary of the Treasury to credit the || vote that sanctioned his adherence to his party at 

Mr. BENTON, from .the Committee on Mili- | accounts of Uriah G. Mitchell, receiver of public | the time of his election may fail to eustain him 
tary Affairs, asked to be discharged from the |! moneys forthe Cahawba land district, in the State || in this new juncture of events, and he will be 
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compelled to resort to some other criterion to de- || these resolutions, and this letter of instructions, | 


termine the wishes of his constituents. If, under 


these circumstances, the measure proposed be one | 


which excites little interest in the public mind; 
if, although it may involve consequences of great 
magnitude to the Republi *, it immediately affects 
neither the persons nor the property of his con- 
siituente, he may Le left almost without any mani- 
featation of public sentiment to guide him in his 
conduct, And if, on the other hand, the measure 
be one which excites an interest equal to, or per- 
haps even beyond its importance, if it touch the 
feelings of any particular class in the community, 
or rouse into opposition the adherents of a politi- 
cal party, he will be liable to be led astray by the 


overheated exertions of its opponents, and to mis- | 


take the noisy clamor of a few zealous partisans 
for the real, sober, and permanent sense of the 
community. And when the excitement has passed 
away, and the momentary passions which created 
it have subsided, he will find, to his mortification 
and regret, that, in obeying the instructions of self- 
constituted conventions, and in listening to the dic- 
tations of interested memorialists, he has over- 
looked the opinions of the less obtrusive but not 
the less enlightened portion of his constituents, 


that he has gone contrary to the wishes, and, what | 


is more, to the welfare of his district. 

To come, then, to my own case, sir—for how- 
ever unpleasant it.may be, we are almost all of us 
compelled, at one ume or another, to speak of 
ourselves upon this floor. | was chosen, with a 
knowledge on the part of my constituents, that | 
should vote against a recharter of the bank. At 
any rate, if they did not know it it was not my 
fault, as 1 openly everywhere declared it. The 
recharter of the bank had been vetoed by the Pres- 
ident long before my election. I was nominated 
by the friends of the Administration; | was sup- 
ported by the friends of the Administration, and I 
was finally chosen as an open and avowed friend 
of the Administration. The recharter of the bank 
was a question that could not have escaped the 
attention of those who were at that time about to 
choose a Representative to Congress. My own 
party, so far as I knew anything of their opin- 
ions, were unanimously opposed to a recharter. 
Those of the opposite party with whom I hap- 
yened to converse, and who afterwards, from some 
ocal difficulties in my district, threw their votes 
for me, expressed much indifference as to the fate 
of the bank. They said it was a mere scramble 
for money, and they cared nothing aboutit. They 
elected me, knowing that I should vote against a 
recharter of the bank, and therefore virtually gave 
me liberty to vote against it. 

If, under these circumstances, a part of my con- 
stituents, or a majority,if you please, had under- 


taken to instruct me to vote for a recharter of the | 


bank, would any man say that I was bound to 
obey such instructions? Might I not have turned 
round upon them and said, a year has not yet 
elapsed since you elected me with a knowledge 
that | should vote against the bank, and now you 
instruct me to vote for it? How long must I sup- 
pose that these your new instructions will remain 
valid? Havel any assurance that you will not 
change your minds again before the vote is taken? 
And if you do, must | change with you?) MustI | 
veer about with every current of wind that hap- 
pens to strike the political weathercock in my | 
district? 
The gentlemen, sir, who composed the conven- | 
tion that emapeet these resolutions and this memo- | 
rial, and the 
in its true light. 


THE CON 


|| equal degree. 
theirs and my own, as well as I can. 
| 


etter of instructions, saw this thing | 
They would not undertake to || 





| form the only means by which you can come ata 
_ knowledge of the sentiments of your constituents 
_upon this point; and now, through these, they 
speak to you in a language that can neither be 
disregarded nor disobeyed. 
Well, sir, the question of a restoration of the 
| deposites is undoubtedly, in some respects, a dis- 
tinct question from a recharter of the bank. In 
the nature of things there is no sort of connection 
or similarity between them. But it may 
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often.) 


happen, that questions totally dissimilar in their | 


nature, may, by the force of circumstances, be 
made dependent the one upon the other. And such 


a recharter of the bank, and a restoration of the 
deposites. 


May 5, 





or the head of that department an executive officer 
They will see that the Constitution has placed the 
executive power in the hands of the President, and 
that if Congress were to undertake to exercise an 

part of that power, it would be in violation of the 
Constitution. Now, sir, the raising and appropri- 
ating of money is clearly a legislative act, and as 
such has been wisely intrusted by the Constitu- 
tion to Congress; but the paying over this money 
to the several objects to which it is appropriated, 
isas clearly an executiveact. It is simply carrying 
into execution a law of Congress, and as such be- 
longs to the executive branch of thisGovernment, 


' | Now, in order to be able to pay over this mone 
I took to be the case with these two questions of | 


It is not that a man might not very | 


consistently, upon abstract principles, vote for the | 
one and against the other; nor that many members | 


here may not have done it with the purest inten- | 


tions. But I will leave it to the candor of any 
man to say, whether, if a resolution for a restora- 


this House by a triumphant majority, it would | 
not have tended to bring about a recharter of the | 


bank? 
But, sir, according to this very memorial and 
| letter of instruction, | am at liberty to vote against 
arecharterofthebank. For eithermy constituents 
do not want the bank rechartered, and so have 
| not instructed me to vote for it; or if they do want 
, the bank rechartered, they thought, that under all 


the circumstances of the case, it would be neither || 
_ liberal, nor manly, nor honorable, to instruct me 
| to vote for a recharter. 
| done directly, they have done indirectly. What 


But what they have not 


they have virtually acknowledged they had no 


| right to do in one way, they have done in another. 
Ifthey don’t wantthe bank rechartered, they ought || 


to the several objects to which it is appropriated, 
_ the officer who is to pay it over must have it in 
his possession; he must be the keeper of the pub- 
lic money, and the keeper of the public mone 
must be an executive officer. He must, indeed, 
keep it and pay it over according to the laws of 
| Congress. ut that does not alter the nature of 


| his duty. It does not make it different from any 
tion of the deposites had been carried through || 


other executive duty. The Executive is bound to 
execute all laws, in obedience to the will of Con- 
gress, if he execute them atall. We need not go 
to Montesquieu, nor Sidney, nor Locke, nor to 


| anybody else to prove this, as we have been some- 


times taunted by our opponents. It results from 
the nature of our Government, and the different 
branches into which it is divided. 

But the Secretary of the Treasury, it was said, 
is bound to report to Congress. Well, sir, if we 
were to make a law to-morrow, compelling the 


| Secretary of State, the Secretary of the Navy, or 


_ not to have instructed me to vote for a measure | 


which would tend to bring about a recharter, and 
| defeat their own wishes; and so give me instruc- 
tions against instructions, in the very same letter. 
| Or, if they do want the bank rechartered, but 
| thought | was so delicately situated that they 


| ought not to instruct me to vote for a recharter, | 
_ then they ought not to have instructed me to vote || 
| for a restoration of the deposites. 


| me the liberty of accomplishing a certain end, they 


Having given 


ought not to attempt to embarrass me in the means 
necessary to accomplish thatend. Am! to under- 


should judge of the effect of measures upon this 
floor? Do they rate their representation so low 
| that they are unwilling he should judge of the 
means necessary to accomplish the end they have 


|| sanctioned? Is he to exhibit to this House and to 


| the nation the mortifying spectacle of a man who 


is obliged to defeat his purposes by his own votes?|| Now, it was well said, that they must be one 


Is he to adopta crooked, vacillating, inconsistent, 
contradictory course; to go blundering on from one 


mate effect upon the object he intends to accom- 
plish? It is as much the interest of my constitu- 


/ ents to preserve my influence and my dignity | 
|| unimpared upon this floor, as it is my interest and 
|| my duty, and I willadd, my pride and my pleasure 
| too, to preserve theirs. Whatever they may do to 


affect my influence here must affect their own in an 
I shall endeavor to preserve both 


If I had believed that the removal of the de- 


|| posites had been effected by a violation of the 


Constitution,‘if 1 had supposed that the President 
had assumed any unconstitutional powers in this 
transaction, | would have willingly waived any 


1] 
i 
instruct me upon a pointupon which my opinions || right I may have reserved to myself at the time of 


had already been sanctioned by a vote of my dis- | 


my election upon this great question of the bank. 


trict. They knew thatthis would be carrying the | I would have said with the friends of the bank, let 
doctrine of instructions beyond the bounds of || us vindicate the violated Constitution, letus avenge 
reason; that it would go to the destruction of all || the insulted laws, let us show to the country and 


consistency, I might almost say, of all decency of 
conduct on the part of the representative. Well, 
sir, tacitly acknowledging the truth of these senti- 
ments, they would not undertake to instruct meto 


|| opinion. 


tthe world that we will do justice, be the conse- 


| quences whet they may. But such was not my 


vote for a recharter of the bank. But they have || hension, any assumption of unconstitutional pow- 


instructed me to vote fora restoration of the depos- || ers on the part of the President. 
The restoration of the deposites, I suppose | 
they would say, is a new question; the deposites | 
were not removed at the time of your election; | 
the sentiments of your district have never before 
been declared upon the subject; this memorial, | 


ites. 


| 


When the heat 
of this controversy has passed away, gentlemen 

will wonder that they could have ever carried their 
views to such an extent upon this point. 


vote to another, without any regard to their ulti- | 


| al i nothing to do with the question. 
| stand that my constituents are unwilling that I | 


} 
| 
} 





After all the exertions of the friends of 
|| the bank, they utterly failed to prove, in my appre- 


| 


| 


| 


They | 


| the Secretary of War, to report to Congress, would 
that alter the nature of their respective offices? If 


Congress had done professedly and by name, 
what gentlemen say has been done in reality, if it 
had baptized this department by the name of Legis- 
lative, if it had called it the Legislative Department 
of the Treasury, the absurdity would have ap- 
| peared upon the very face of it. 

It seemed to me, sir, during this discussion, that 
| the great error of gentlemen lay in supposing that, 
because the Treasury Department might not have 
been constituted in just the same terms, upon just 
the same principles, or with just the same powers 
of the other executive departments, that therefore 
| it was not an executive department. Why, sir, 
begging gentlemen’s pardon, I thought that had 
The true ques- 
tion was, as I thought, what is the nature of the 
duties the Secretary is bound to perform? It 
makes no difference whether they are few or many; 
whether they are limited or enlarged; whether the 
Secretary is bound to report to the President or to 
Congress. Whatis the nature of his duties, was, 
as I thought, the only question to be answered. 





of these three kinds: they must be either legisla- 
| tive, judicial, or executive. Well, sir, what are 
| legislative duties? They must clearly relate to the 
power of makinglaws. Nobody will pretend that 

| the Secretary of the Treasury has anything to do 
with thet power. Is he a judicial officer? No 
| man will believeit. He must, then, bean executive 
officer. Why, sir, this department was estab- 
lished for the very purpose of carrying into effect 
the laws of Congress in relation to the public 
money, and, as such, is an executive department. 
Now, as to the degree of control which Con- 
gress may have reserved to itself over this depart- 
ment, that does not alter the nature of the case. 


| These departments are all the creatures of Con- 


| gress. It called them into existence, and it can 

extinguish them in a breath. It can make and 
| unmake these things called departments at pleas- 
| ure. But having been established for the purpose 
| of carrying into execution the laws of Congress, 
their respective officers become executive officers; 
and the Constitution having intrusted the superin- 
tendence of the executive branch of the Govern- 
ment to the President, they become responsible to 
him, and he becomes responsible for them, to the 
people, for the faithful discharge of their duties. 
, We were told, sir, that the Secretary of the Treas- 
| ury is the agent of Congress. To be sure he is, 





sir; and so is the Secretary of State, the Secretary 
of the Navy, and theSecretary of War. But what 


are the duties this agent is bound toperform? To 


will wonder they ever could have denied that the || carry into effect the lawsof Congress. And in so 
Treasury Department is an executive department, |! doing, he is performing those very duties which 

















the Constitution has intrusted to the superintend- restoration of the deposites could only tend to 
' restore public confidence, in so far as it would 


ence of the President. He is an executive officer, 
and Congress cannot make him any thing else. 
This requires no illustration. Gentlemen may 
talk till doomsday, but they never can argue as 
out of reason and common sense. 
them the justice to say, that this has been the most 
desperate contest between the subtilties of lawyers 
and common sense that ever | had the good or bad 
fortune to witness. 

Now, sir, as to this union of the purse and 
sword, of which we have heard so much. What 
is a union of the purse andethe sword? When the 
same branch of the Government has the right of 
raising armies and of raising money to support 
thosearmies. Has the Presidentclaimed the right 
of enlisting a single soldier, or of raising a single 
dollar of money by way of taxation, but under the 

_ sanction of the laws of Congress? 

Mr. Speaker, the gentlemen on the other side 
will, in their cool moments, be ready to acknowl- 
edge another thing—that the Secretary of the 
Treasury had a right to remove the public depos- 
ites from the Bank of the United States for good 
and sufficient reasons, and that he has a right to 
judge in the first instance of the sufficiency of those 
reasons. Well, sir, if this be true, it was all I 
wanted to direct me in the vote I wasabout to give. 
For if the President has assumed no unconstitu- 
tional powers in this transaction, if the Secretary 


of the Treasury had a legal right to remove the || earth is quaking under our feet; and that, ere long, 


| the fires of the volcano will burst forth, carry- 
| ing, in their awful train, destruction and death. 


dqposites, then I thought the question of their res- 
toration was merely a question of expediency on 
the part of Congress. For, granting, by way of 
argument, that the removal was inexpedient, it did | 
not follow that the restoration ought to take place. 
If the President or the Secretary had committed a 
foolish act, it did not therefore follow that Con- 
gress ought to commit another folly. Let us sup- 
pose for a moment that the deposites had been 
removed for a notoriously insufficient reason; but 
that after the removal, and before the restoration, 
a sudden calamity had befallen the bank, by which 
it had become an unsafe place of deposite for the 
public money: Would Congress be bound to re- 
store the deposites under such circumstances? 
Certainly not. It might censure the Secretary; it 
might give the bank damages for the injury done 
it; butit would not throw away the public money 
by placing it in an insolvent institution. The ques- 
tion of a restoration was, then, as I thought, a dis- 
tinct one from that of the removal. And if the 
bank was not to be rechartered, | thought the de- 


be a measure of relief to the community, and that 
it could produce no such relief | have already 


| shown. 


But I must do | 


; acter. 


Again, if the deposites were to be restored with- 
out a recharter of the bank, they would have to be 
removed again at the end of the charter, and thus 
the country would suffer under the pressure of a 
double removal. 

it seemed to me, sir, that the discussion upon 
this question was one of a very extraordinary char- 
We were told that the whole country was 
upon the verge of bankruptcy and ruin; that dark- 


' ness and gloom had settled down upon our present 
| prospects, and that a still heavier cloud of disaster 


and dismay was hanging over the horizon of our 
future hopes. We were told that the country had 


|| been plunged at once from the heights of prosperity 
| into the lowest depths of wo; that our merchants 
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| according to their own principles, ought to be 


proposed and carried through this House, simply 
because they doubt its success? | will give the 
gentlemen more credit for their patriousm. If 


| they really believed the Constitution had been 
‘violated, and that our liberties had been taken 


from us,they would not have stopped to calculate 
the consequences, to reckon the probaiilities of 
success; they would have rallied around the stand- 
ard of our liberties and the Constitution, with a 
determination to rescue them from the grasp of 


the usurper, or perish in the attempt. 


iT 


_are broken; that our commerce is ruined; that our || 
| manufactures are abandoned; that the arts are || 
| paralyzed; that labor is without its reward; that | 
| industry has become no better than idleness; and 


that all about us is one wide-spreading scene of | high and honorable course which, according to 


|| their own principles was open to them, and have 
| descended to fight the battles of the bank, instead 


| 


‘loveliness, and the earth is reviving in beauty. | 
Have | 


posites ought nottoberestored. For, under such | 


circumstances, a restoration could be of no benefit 
to the bank, and would tend to increase rather than 
relieve the distresses of the country. Why, sir, 
I was willing to take the story of the bank itself 
upon this question. What did the bank and the 
advocates of the bank tell us? That, unless the | 
bank was to be rechartered, it must go on from 

day to day, from week to week, and from month | 


discounts, in order to be able to wind up its affairs 
at the end of its charter. 
such circumstances, would have been the effect of | 
a restoration of the deposites? Would it have en- | 
abled the bank to enlarge its business by extending | 
its discrunts? Certainly not, sir, if what the bank | 
told us was true, that it must continue to contract 
its discounts, if it was not to be rechartered; unless, 
indeed, it has the very singular faculty of enlarg- 
ing and contracting its discounts at the same 
time. 

What, then, would have been the effect of @ res- 
toration? It would have been simply taking the de- | 
posites away from banks where shop can be dis- | 
counted upon, and where they are, to a certain | 
extent at least, discounted upon, and putting them | 
back into an institution where they could not be 
discounted upon, but where they would be locked | 
up in its vaults, and withdrawn from the use of | 
the commercial community. How, then, could a | 
restoration of the deposites, if the bank was not to | 
be rechartered, have tended to relieve the distress | 
of the country? Shall we be told that it would | 
have effected this object by restoring public confi- | 
dence? Public confidence is a plant of a very deli- | 
cate nature, and sometimes of a very slow growth. 
Gentlemen have been very successful in destroying | 
it. Whether they can make it revive and germi- | 
nate again at pleasure, remains to be proved. A | 





|| contemptible scenes of a farce? 


desolation and ruin. Nay, more, sir, we were 


| told that the worst of the evils have not yet hap- | 
| pened; that the portentous signs of a revolution 


are shaking their horrid tresses in the sky; that | 
the elements are becoming convulsed; that the | 


And what, sir, have we been told is the cause of 
all these calamities? Is it that Heaven, provoked 


| nate one for themselves. 
have been told, both in and out of Congress, be 


it seems to-me, sir, that the course pursued by 
the opposition, on this momentous question, has 
been a very disastrous one for the country; and I 
do not believe it will turn out to be a very fortu- 
If one-half of what we 


true, no measure has been proposed at all ade- 
quate to the occasion. If the Constitution has been 
violated, and our liberties invaded, then the first 
measure ought to have been the punishment of 
the usurper. But gentlemen have not chosen to 
occupy that ground. They have abandoned the 


of the Constitution. Well, sir, if the removal of 
the deposites has been effected by a violation of 
the Constitution, their restoration by a vote of 
two-thirds of both Houses, would show the disap- 
probation of Congress of the act of the Executive, 


|, and repair, in some measure, the injury done the 


at our ingratitude, and wearied out with our ob- | 


stinacy and crimes, is withholding its blessed in- 
fluences from us? Are the fountains of the waters 
dried up, and have the fruits of the earth been 


bank. But would that be sufficient? If the Con- 
stitution has been violated, if our liberties have 
been taken from us by the high-handed meseures 


_of a usurper, is it enough merely to show our dis- 


blasted and shrivelled under the burning influence | 


of the sun? Has pestilence walked abroad through 
our land, and changed the countenance of health 
into paleness? Nor,sir. No disease is destroying 
the health, no famine is consuming the lives of our 
citizens. The spring again returns to us in its 


Has, then, a foreign foe invaded our soil? 


|| deposites. 


the minions of despotism come from beyond the | 
Atlantic to ravage our fields, to burn our cities, to | 
| slaughter our countrymen, and to trample our 


liberties and Constitution in the dust? 
No foreign foe has invaded our soil, and the sound 
of the trumpet is not heard in our land. Is it, 


No, sir. | 


| then, civil dissensions and internal commotions | 
| that have produced all these evils? Sir, the very | 


fear of them had long since passed away. What 
is it, then, what is it, that thus, as it were ina 


us at once into this gulf of wo? 


vocates of the bank, it is the act of one bold, bad || 


man. It is he, who, with more than the cruelty 


|| of a despot, and the power of a monarch, has 
to month, curtailing its business and contracting its | 


changed this scene of happiness into one of mis- 


|| ery. 
Well, sir, what, under || 


And what remedy has been proposed for all this 
evil? 
dicated? How are the insulted laws to be avenged ? 
How are our liberties to be rescued from the grasp 
of this remorseless usurper? By restoring the 
public deposites to the Bank of the United States. 
Good heavens, Mr. Speaker, is this high-sounding 
prologue to a tragedy, thus to be followed by the 
Is it thus that the 
violated Constitution is to be vindicated? When 
the barriers of the law are broken down, and the 
usurper is riding in triumph over the field, are we 
to sit here deliberating and coolly resolving that 
these things ought not soto be? When the foun- 
dations of the Republic are shaking, and the Con- 
stitution trembling under our feet, shall we cling 
hold of the Doric pillars of the bank, and hide our- 
selves in its vaultsforsafety? Ifgentlemen really 
believed what they said, why did they not pro- 
pose some measure worthy of themselves and the 
country ? Was there not one among them all, sir, 
who dared devote himself to his country, and, like 
the Roman of old, jump into this yawning chasm, 
to propitiate her angry deities? Shall I be told 
that the President has a devoted majority in this 
House, who will sanction all his measures? Has, 
then, the patriotism of the gentlemen come to this, 
that they will not propose a measure, which, 


| 





1 


| 


| 








approbation of his acts, but to leave him in posses- 
sion of an office which he has abused, and which, 
if he beas bad as they represent him, he will abuse 
again? Weil, sir, having abandoned that ground, 
the gentlemen have proposed a restoration of the 
The restoration of the deposites has 
been the great end, and they have urged the viola- 


| tion of the Constitution as the means to accom- 


plish that end. The bank has been the first con- 
sideration with the gentlemen, to which the Con- 
stitution is but secondary and subservient. They 
have not attempted to impeach the President; and 
why? Because, I suppose, they will tell us there 
is a majority in this House who will support him 
in his measures. What, then, have they done? 
Why, they have tried to get a restoration of the 
deposites, and to relieve the distresses of the com- 
munity. And how have they attempted to effect 
these two objects? They have tried to effect a 


3 It, || restoration of the deposites by irritating that ver 
| moment, in the twinkling of an eye, has plunged | 


t is, say the ad- | 


majority upon which the restoration must depend, 
and they have attempted to relieve the distressea 
of the country by telling the nation that it is utter- 


‘| ly ruined. They have abused the President to 
| conciliate his party; they have manufactured 
| panics to restore public confidence. 
| pose the nation to be so blind as not to see through 


|| all this? Do they think to hide their designs by 
How is the violated Constitution to be vin- || 


Do they sup- 


so thin a disguise? It is nothing but the old story 


|| of the ins and the outs. They have dragged forth 
| the old fashioned, lumbering stage coach of the 


opposition, newly gilded and varnished up; they 
have painted the bank arms upon its panels; they 
have mounted the bank coachman upon the box; 


| and they have placed the bank footman, in livery, 


behind. And they are driving on, sir, at a very 
merry rate, amid the huzzas of thetown. All this 
will do admirably well, as long as they are going 
over smooth pavements and macadamized streets. 
But when they have once fairly got out of sight of 
the exchange; when they have passed the bounds 
of the city, and left the suburbs behind; when they 
have come out into the rough, uneven roads of the 
country, give me leave to tell the gentlemen pas- 
sengers that their ee crazy old 
vehicle, will break down, and leave them flounder- 
ing inthe mud. Nothing but the people’s line will 
run there. 

The memorial which I have the honor to pre- 
sent to the House is signed by about 4,600 inhabi- 
tants, principally legal voters in my district. They 
state that the commercial and manufacturing por- 
tions of the district are suffering under great pecu- 
niary embarrassinents, which they attribute to the 
hostility of the Executive to the Bank of the United 
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States. Well, sir, I will not deny that such em- {| 


barrassments exist. When my constituents come 
here to memorialize Congress through me their | 
Representative, that they are suffering under pecu- | 
niary difficulties, | will not stand up here to deny 
the fact. I will not pretend to know their own 
business better than they know it themselves. No, 
sir, | rather sympathize with them in their dis- 
tress, and will codperate in every measure which | 
may deem expedient for their relief. But when | 
this distress is notof a local, but a general nature, | 
when it pervades not one district of the country 
only, but the whole country, | must entertain my || 
own opinion as to its causes. It isnot, sir, that I || 
have any want of respect for the opiniens of the | 
gentlemen who have instructed me. Some of them 
{| know personally—many of them | know by 
reputation—and | will not pretend to put my judg- 
mentin comparison with theirs. But our opinions 
do not always depend upon ourselves, nor can we 
change them as we will. 

I know, sir, thatin having refused to obey these 
instructions, | have exposed myself to the attacks 
of thoee who will be ready to assail my motives, 
and to denounce me as the hireling instrument of 
aparty. I shall endeavor to bear up against all | 
such attacks, with that equanimity which it be- | 
comes every public man to exercise in the dis- 
charge of those duties which must always, more 
or less, subject him to reproach. But if the gen- | 
tlemen who have condescended to mark my course | 
upon this floor for reproof, and to instruct me in | 
my duty here, shall suppose that [ am insensible 
to their wishes, or that I have lightly and incon- || 
siderately distegarded them, give me leave to say | 
they will do mea manifest injury. If motives of | 
self-interest had dictated my conduct, I should 
have pursued a very different course. No man, 
sir, can envy me the position in which I have || 
laced myself, by disregarding these instructions. 
j have been obliged to go counter to the wishes of 
many valued personal friends. Alone, without | 
legislative experience, | have been obliged to op- 
pose myself to my colleagues in office—to a dele- 
gation, which, in point of abilities, of eloquence, | 
of learning, of every liberal and manly accom- | 
plishment, will not suffer in comparison with that | 
of any other State upon this floor; and with whom, | 
whatever’ difference of political sentiment there | 
may be between us, I shall always esteem it an | 
honor to have been connected in the discharge of 
my duties here. But there are considerations above | 
all feelings of personal affection, and personal re- | 
spect. And if, after having deliberately formed || 
my opinion upon a great question of public policy, 
after having maintained it for a long time through 
evil report and through good report—having re- | 
fused to give it up in prospect of office, or rather | 
having made the liberty of acting freely upgn itthe | 
condition of accepting office—after all this, I could 
basely yield it up in os of loss of office, | 
I should sink myself in the estimation of those || 
very men who have now, as | think, somewhat |! 
unwarily, | will not say unkindly, urged me to | 
do it. | 

I believe the House will do me the justice to say, | 
that I have not very early intruded myself upon 
their notice. And, now that | am up, I will detain 
them with only one or two remarks more. I 
should be the last man to infringe upon the free- 
dom, or even the latitude of debate, on this floor. 
It is due to the representatives of the people, as 
well as to those who sent them here, that they | 
should have the right of discussing all questions 
of public policy, and the conduct of public men, 1 

| 
| 


with a perfect freedom and plainness. Asa friend 
to the institutions and the rulers of my country, || 
1 would not shrink from any attack that might 
be made on the principles of the one, or the con- 
duct of the other. If they cannot stand attacks, | 
if they cannot bear discussion, let them go down 
together, and be consigned over to the ignominy 
and contempt of mankind. But whileeverything 
must be yielded to the right of discussion on this 





| Rome, under Cesar; in England, under Cromwell; | 
|, and in France, under Bonaparte. 


| than a subjection toa proud moneyed aristocracy, 


| sordid trade; who make their 
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Especially would it become those who have | 
themselves been denounced as maintaining doc- , 
trines subversive of the fundamental principles of | 
this Government—doctrines tending to anarchy, | 
sedition, and civil war—to exercise a little charity 
towards those who differ from them in the con- 
struction of constitutional questions; to learn a 
little moderation at least, if not humility, from | 
their own sad experience. It was a rule with the || 
ancient critics, that in-his fictitious representations | 
the poet should make the language used by his | 
characters correspond with their situation: | 
** Telephus et Peleus, cum pauper et exsul, uterque, 
Projicit ampullas et sesquipedalia verba, 
Si curat cor epectantia, tetegisse querela.”’ 
But in the theatrical declamations upon this | 
floor, this ancient rule seems to have been wholly | 


| forgotten. If the gentlemen who have maintained || 


those doctrines would condescend to bring down || 
their language to correspond with the position they | 
mee in the eyes of the American people, we | 
should be much more likely to be affected by their || 
arguments. i] 

But, sir, if it were true, as has been often as- 
serted here, that a Tiberius a Caligula, or a Nero, 
did in reality preside over the destinies o{ this 
nation, instead of the Chief Magistrate who now 


reprobation. Before such an event could happen, 
the spirit of liberty would have departed from this || 
House and from this nation. The suppliant ac- 
cents of slaves would have been substituted for | 
the bold language of freemen, and we should no | 
longer deserve our liberty; for we should not have || 
the courage to assert it. 


Such was the case in || 


iI 
| 


But, if gentlemen will still have it that they are || 
suffering under the evils of despotism; if, in spite | 
of all the ribaldry and party abuse which is daily || 
suffered to be poured forth against the rulers of 


. . . . . | 
|| their country, they will still insist upon it that they |) 
| are subjected to the sway of an arbitrary monarch, 


I have one thing more to say. From my soul I | 
abhor despotism in all its form. By feeling, by | 
education, by habit—in common, I trust, with 

every citizen of this Republic—I loathe the very | 
name of despotism, in whatever alluring garb, or | 
in whatever specious shape it may be presented to | 
my view. But bad as it is,and deeply as I should | 
deprecate its remotest approaches to the rulers of || 
my country, there is one thing, in my opinion, | 
still worse, and still more deeply to be deprecated: | 


| that is, a subjection to a proud moneyed aristoc- | 
|| racy. If it should ever be my misfortune to choose | 


between them, I should not be long in making up | 
my mind. After having tried every expedient that 
patriotism could suggest or prudence dictate, to 


|, avoid the evil; if, afier all, the calamity could not 


be averted, | would say, give :ae the man who has | 
raised himself to power, although it be upon the | 

ruins of the liberties of his country, but who, at | 
the same time, has encircled that country with the | 
glories of an illustrious name—who has stamped | 
the impress of his own genius upon her arts, her 

arms, and her laws, and who has raised her up to || 
be the admiration and terror of the world; give me || 
him, tyrant, usurper, despot, though he be, rather || 
who have no ambition above the level of their own 
power the pander of | 
their avarice; who oppress their country when liv- | 
ing, and who, when dead, leave no other memori- || 
als of their inglorious existence than the sighs, the || 
tears, and the groans of their fellow-citizens. 

Mr. Speaker, I have finished all 1 intended to 
say in presenting this memorial. It has been a 
very painful duty to me, sir, for the first time that 
l ever had the honor of addressing any legislative, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
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offer no excuse; for I feel that I need none. From 
the latter, | do not wish to be considered exempt, 
But we may all of us have something to forgetand 
forgive. ‘The angry clouds which pave been go 
leng gathering in the national sky have flashed 
their terrific lightnings athwart this Halil, and 
involved us inthe horrors of thetempest. But these 
temporary convulsions of the elements may, per- 
haps, be but the salutary purifications of our polit- 
ical atmosphere; and though now the fears of the 
timid may be excited—though clouds upon clouds 
may close in the prospect, and settledown uponus 


|, in the gloom of an impenetrable night; yet, ere 


long, the light will break forth—the thunders will 
die away in the distant horizon, and the mild 
evening-star of peace and conciliation rise over 
these troubled watersof strife. And when we go 
forth to behold the wrecks of the storm, though 
we may, perhaps, find some old oak torn up by 
the roots, or even a whole forest laid prostrate by — 
the blast; though the labors and the habitations of 
men may have been swept away by the violence of 
the tempest—we shall find, if I mistake not, all 
nature reviving in fresh vigor and beauty; we shall 
find our liberties safe, the Constitution unimpaired, 
and the great principles of freedom springing up, 


|| in luxuriant abundance, over the whole land. 
| sways its councils with so much vigor, he would || 


not be thus denounced and held up to public 


Mr. O. concluded by moving that the memorial] 


| be laid on the table, and printed, with the names. 


Mr. OSGOOD presented a memorial from tiiree 
thousand seven hundred and sixty-two citizens of 


|, Boston, approving of the removal of the deposites, 


and protesting against their restoration; which was 
read, and, on motion of Mr. O., laid on the table, 


| and ordered to be printed, with the names, 


Mr. GORHAM presented a memorial from sun- 
dry citizens, merchants of Boston, inviting the 


|, legislation of Congress on the subject of gold and 


silver coins. 
that subject. 

Mr. G. also presented two memorials of Russell 
Jarvis, of Boston, in the State of Massachusetts, 
counsellor at law: the one setting forth that he has 


Referred to the select committee on 


|| invented an improvement in the construction of 


boilers for steam engines; the other setting forth 


| that he has invented a mode of ventilating ships of 
| war and merchant ships; which memorials were 


referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. J.Q. ADAMS presented a memorial of cit- 
izens, merchants, mechanics, and others, resident 
in Detroit, condemning the measures of the Admin- 
istration in respect to the Bank of the United 
States, and representing their effects as deeply 
injurious to the interests of the Territory of Mich- 
igan. Read, laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed, : 

Mr. BURGES presented the memorial of sun- 
dry mechanics and citizens of Rhode Island on 
the subject of the currency and the United States 
Bank, and resolutions adopted by the same. The 
memorial was read, laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. PEARCE presented several memorials from 
different towns in Rhode Island, approving of the 


|| course of the Administration in reference to the 


United States Bank; which were ordered to be 
printed, and laid on the table. 

Mr. PEARCEalso presented resolutions adopt- 
ed at a meeting held in Centreville, county of Kent, 
Rhode Island, on the subject of the currency and 
the depression of business. Read, laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HUN TINGTON presented a memorial on 
the subject of the currency, from a number of citi- 
zensof Newtown, Connecticut; which was read, 
ordered to be printed, and laid on the table. 

Mr. HALL presented a memorial from a por- 
tion of his constituents, of various occupations and 
professions, disapproving of the measures of the 


| and, | may add, any public assembly, to be obliged 
| to stand up herein defence of my own conduct. 





if I have trespassed too far upon the indulgence of 


floor, something may be expected of gentlemen, || the House, my peculiar situation must form my 
if not on the ground of courtesy, at least upon the || apology. Butif,in the sentiments [ have uttered, or 


score of decency and self-respect. And if they 
will undertake to brand the rulers of their country 
with all the epithets which the phrensy of a mad 
ambition may suggest, they must be content if 
they only render themselves ridiculous, instead of 
injuring the object of their attack. 


in the language I have used, I have been betrayed 
by too much warmth of feeling into expressions 
which may seem to some to bear too hardly upon 
my political opponents, | can only say, I trust the 
House knows how to distinguish between personal 
and political hustility. For the former, I shall 











| Administration in reference to the bank, and rep- 
| resenting them as injurious in their effects upon 
| thecurrency and the political rights of thecountry. 


| But circumstances have compelled me to do it,and | Ordered to be printed, and laid on the table. 


| Mr. SLADE presented a memorial signed by 
| 1,948 citizens of the second congressional district 


of the State of Vermont, on the subject of the cur- 
| rency, with some introductory remarks. Ordered 


| to be printed and laid on the table. 


| Mr. ALLEN presented the memorial of sundry 


| young men, citizens of Burlington, stating that they 
| are distressed in consequence of the removal of the 


deposites, and praying their restoration and the 
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renewal of the charter of the Bank of the United '| are not justly attributable to the removal of the 
States. Read, ordered to be printed, and laid on || deposites,and would have been moresevere but for 
the table. 


| that timely measure; that they have proceeded, in 
Mr. DICKSON presented a memorial from three || some degree, from the tariff act of 1833, but more 


or four thousand citizens of Ontario county, New || especially from the course and conduct of the bank 
York, on the subject of the currency and the Uni- || itself; the speeches and efforts of its partisans and 
ted States Bank, and intimated an intention to call || presses, all laboring with the common design of 
up the paper on Monday next, for the purpose of | creating a political and fiscal necessity for the 
making some remarks upon it. || renewal of the charter of the bank. 

Mr. LAWRENCE presented a memorial from | These, sir, are the sentiments of freemen, who 
sundry young men of the city of New York, || would not violate the integrity of the Constitution 
praying the restoration of the constitutional cur- | to prolong the existence of a dangerous moneyed 
rency. Ordered to be printed and laid on the table. || monopoly, and who will not permit pecuniary con- 


Mr. CLARK, of New York, rose and said: || siderations to control their judgments and actions 
Mr. Prestpent: I am requested to present to || 


to || on a question involving the prosperity of our free 

the House the proceedings of a meeting held in | institutions. 
the town of Seneca Falls on the 28th day of March | 
last. The village in which the meeting was held || 
is one of the most flourishing in Western New | 
York. Its extensive milling and manufacturing || 
establishments necessarily feel the pressure which | 
the memorialists admit is somewhat severe. 

Unlike many of the petitions and memorials || 
which have been presented here, claiming to be of |, 
a no-party character, this meeting was composed || of flour in the city of New York; that the large 
exclusively of the friends of the Administration. || amount of business doing on the canals justified 
Numerous resolutious were reported by a commit- | the belief that the toll this season will exceed that 
tee of highly respectable gentlemen, all of whom || of any former year. 
I know; and I will embrace the opportunity here || 
afforded me to say, that from the amount of bus- || 
iness in which they are engaged, and their general || 
intelligence, they are well calculated both to feel | 
the fall extent of the pressure and justly to appre- | 
ciate its cause. One of the gentlemen composing || 
this committee is the sheriff of the county, another, | 
Mr. Bayard, who presented the resolutions to the | 
meeting, is extensively engaged in the manufacture | 
of flour, an article which, it is said by the friends 
of the bank, has suffered most by what they are | tion of an indignant and injured people. 
pleased to call the ruinous measures of the Admin- || Mr. FULLER presented a memorial from citi- 
istration. The report of the committee was || zens of Livingston county, New York, praying 
unanimously adopted. Congress to interpose for the relief of the country 

In pursuance, Mr. Speaker, of the duty enjoined || from its present embarrassments by the restoration 
by the rules of this House, I will very briefly state | of the deposites, and the renewal or continuation 
the contents of such of the resolutions as apply | 


tions were adopted, | have received information 


wheat, the staple production of that section of 
country, was selling at 87} cents a bushel, and 
that a further advance was warranted by the price 


the pecuniary embarrassment under which they 
labored for a short period, will now have leisure 


If, upon that examination, they shall become sat- 
isfied, as | believe they will, that it was produced 


the United States Bank, that institution, with its 


most directly to the question which has agitated | 
Congress and the nation from the commencement | 
of the session tothe present time. They resolve | 
that the Bank of the United States ought not to | 
be rechartered; 

That the deposite of public moneys ought not || 
to be made in the Bank of the United States nor | 
in any of its branches; 

That, in their estimation, the State banks are | 


€ '| the Bank of the United States, introducing it with 
fully adequate to discharge the duties of fiscal | some remarks. Read, ordered to be printed, and 
agents of the Government; 


: || laid on the table. 
That they have full confidence in the resources | _ Petitions were presented by Messrs. MARTIN- 
of this country, end believe that its prosperity || 


DALE, and SELDEN. 
does not depend on the existence of any moneyed Mr. SELDEN presented a memorial, signed by 
institution; 


ar || six thousand inhabitants of the county of Oneida, 

That the firmness and patriotism of Andrew | praying the interposition of Congress for their 

Jackson at this crisis deserves the lasting gratitude || relief from existing embarrassments, occasioned 

of the American pecple. by the derangement of the currency, and recom- 

They further resolve that the restoration of the || mending the restoration of the deposites and the 
deposites or the recharter of the bank would, in. || 

their opinion, be equivalent to a surrender of na- 


tional liberty, and that they believe the patriotic || memorial to a select committee, with instructions 
people of New York will be ready to endure any || to report a plan, in the form of a bill, for the estab- 
pecuniary privation rather than submit to the || lishment of a safe and uniform currency; which 
dictation of a great moneyed power ; motion he submitted as a resolution. 

That the only currency recognised by the Con-|| Mr. BEARDSLEY replied at length to the 


stitution is the hard-money currency, resting on || statements of Mr. Sexpen; after which, without 
the broad basis of the precious metals, and that a || taking the question, 


paper currency, subject as it is, of necessity, toa || The House adjourned. 
perpetual fluctuation, is but the scourge of honest 
industry and the pander of a pampered aristocracy ; 

That the efforts of partisan leaders and presses 
to produce a panic among business men, a scarcity | 
of money, and one to derange the currency, | 
is a species of political warfare peculiar to the | 
advocates of a great moneyed monopoly, and | 
deserving the execration and punishment of a 


States. 
printed, 
Petitions were 
Mr. C. P. WHITE. 
Mr. WILLIAM TAYLOR presented a memo- 
rial from a large and respectable meeting of the 
citizens of Onondaga county, New York, approv- 


Read, laid on the table, and ordered to be 


i} 
| 
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of Colonel William Campbell, a brigadier-general 
in the Army of the Revolution, asking that a law 
may be passed allowing to them the pay and emol- 
civilized community; uments due their ancestor. The petition was re- 
That the recent combined attack upon the safety- ferred to the Committee on Revglationary Claims. 
fund banks of that State, while it demonstrated | Also, the petition of Zachariah Cox, askin 
their title to public confidence was an unwarrant- indemnity for property of which he was deprive 
able assault, which, though severely felt by the || by certain officers of the United States, acting in 
people of that State, was chiefly designed to affect || their official character. Referred to the Committee 
the dion ie teeies ane: oul mae ether for | it ‘the petiioh of Jacob Weaver, praying re 
e - associa ether for | n - 
the peutent 4 “a of the publie; = | muneration for certain lands granted by the.State 
That the present pressure and scarcity of money Ih of Georgia, and afterwards sold by the United 
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Subsequently to the period when these resolu- | 


on which I can rely with certainty, that confidence | 
is again in a great measure restored; the different || 
kinds of produce rapidly rising in value; that || 


The citizens of New York having recovered from | 
calmly to examine into the cause of the pressure. || 
solely for the purpose of effecting a recharter of | 


leading political friends, who have used it for party || 
|| purposes, will receive the unanimous condemna- || 


| for a timeof the charter of the Bank of the United || 


resented by Mr. WARD, and | 


| ing of the course of the Government in relation to | 


| recharter of the United States Bank. Mr. S., || 
after some remarks, moved the reference of the || 


Mr. TYLER presented the petition of the heirs | 
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| States. Referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. TIPTON presented the petition of the 
chiefs of the Pottawatomie nation; which was 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. KENT presented the petition of the widow 
of Richard Waters, of Baltimore; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. 

The following resolutions were submitted: 

By Mr. KANE: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be 

_ instructed to inquire into the expediency of refund- 
ing to Pierre Menard and Louis Valle, the amount 
of duties wrongfully exacted from them upon 
goods imported into New Orleans in the ship 

|, Mars, in the month of July, 1829. 

This resolution was agreed to, and, together 

|| with the documents, was referred to the Commit- 
| tee on Finance. 

By Mr. EWING: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be directed 

| to transmit to the Senate copies of his orders to 
the Superintendent of the Patent Office of the 17th 
of October and the 10th of December last. Also, 
a copy of certain charges exhibited to him by 
| William P. Elliott against said Superintendent for 
| malconduct in office; with a copy of all the evi- 
|| dence taken by the commissioner appointed to in- 
vestigate said charges; a copy of said commission- 
| er’s report; andacopy ofa letter addressed to said 
|| Superintendent, by said Secretary of State, dated 
the 28th March, 1834, touching said investigation. 
By Mr. TIPTON: 
Resolved, That the daily hour for the meeting 
of the Senate shall be eleven o’clock, till otherwise 
_ ordered. 


REPORTS. 

Mr. ROBBINS, from the Library Committee, 
|| reported a joint resolution, accepting the colossal 
| statue of Jefferson, from Lieutenant Uriah P. 
|| Levy, of the United States Navy, and designating 
| the spot at which it shall be placed. The resolu- 
| tion was ordered to a second reading. 
Mr. ROBBINS, from the same committee, re- 
| ported a joint resolution in relation to the trans- 
' mission by mail of the laws of the United States; 
| which was ordered to a second reading. 
GENERAL ORDERS. 
|| The resolution setting aside Fridays and Sat- 

urdays in each week for the consideration of pri- 
| vate bills, the Senate refused to adopt: Yeas 13, 
“— 16. 

The other resolutions lying upon the table, 
| submitted by Messrs. Wesster, Tomutnson, 
|| Spracue, and Preston, were adopted. 
| The report of the Committee of Claims, unfa- 
|| vorable to the petition of Archibald W. Hamilton, 
(| was agreed to. 

‘| The report of the same committee, unfavorable 
|| to the petition of Samuel Newell, was agreed to. 
|| The report of the Committee on Revolutionary 
|| Claims, unfavorable to the petition of Bissell 
|| Phelps, and a similar report upon the petition of 
|| the heirs of Gabriel Green, were agreed to. 

Mr. NAUDAIN, adverting to the report of the 
|, Committee on Military Affairs which led to their 
'| being discharged from the further consideration of 
|| the memorial of Doctor Boyd Reilly, moved that 

the petition and documents be referred to a select 
|| committee; which was agreed to. Whereupon, 
|| the Senate ee to ballot for the committee, 
|| when the following gentlemen were elected, viz: 
Messrs. Navpain, Linn, Kent, Rogers, and 
PRENTISS. 

The following bills from the House of Repre- 
sentatives were read a first and second time, and 
referred: 

A bill adjusting the claims of certain persons 
for the loss of property in the late war with Great 
|, Britain, and the war with Black Hawk and his 
|| Indians; 
|| A bill for the relief of John Wilson; 
|| A bill for the relief of John S. Fleming, admin- 
|| istrator de bonis non of John Syme, deceased ; 
|| A bill amending the several acts in reference to — 
|| the insolvent laws; 
| A bill authorizing the renewal of a patent for the 





benefit of Robert Black; and 

| A bill for the relief of Henry Oakes. 
|| The following bills were read a third time and 
1 passed: 
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A bill for the relief of Captain Thomas Ap 
Catesby Jones; 

A bill for the relief of John H. Maguire; and 

A bill for the relief of John Webber. 

SPECIAL ORDER. 

At» quarter before the usual hour, (one o'clock, ) 
Mr. POINDEXTER stated that the Senate seemed 
averse to the consideration of any legislative busi- 
ness until the protest had been disposed of, and 
moved to proceed to the consideration of the 
special order; which was agreed to. 


PRESIDENT S PROTEST. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
epecial order, being Mr. Binp’s amendment to Mr. 
PompexTen’s resolution, 

Mr. CALHIOUN having the floor from the pre- 
vious day, spoke at length against the protest of 
the President; and on concluding, 

Mr. BLBB withdrew his amendment, “ that the 
yrotest be not received.’’ 

Mr. FORSYTH then spoke in reply to Mr. 
Catuoun, in defence of the course of the President, 
and in justification of the protest; and moved to 
strike out all after the word resolved in the resolu- 
tions, and insert the following: 

1. Resolved, That the message of the President, 
protesting against the resolutions of the Senate of 
the 28th of March, be entered on the Journals, 
according to his request, 

2. Resolved, That leaving to the States, to whom 
the Senate is alone responsible, to judge whether 
the resolution complained of is, or is not, within 
the constitutional competency of this body, and 
called for by the present condition of public affairs, 
an authenticated copy of the original resolution, 
with a list of the ayes and noes, of the President’s 
messoge, and of those resolutions be prepared by 
the Secretary, and transmitted by the Vice Presi- 


dent to the Governor of each State of the Union, | 
to be by him laid before the Legislatures, at their | 


next session, as the only authority authorized to 


decide upon the opinions and conduct of the Sen- | 


ators respectively. 
Mr. FORSYTH, however, withdrew the amend- 
ment for the present, to enable Mr. CALHOUN 


to offer the following as an amendment to Mr. | 


PomwpextTer’s resolution: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
has no right to send a protest to the Senate against 
any of its proceedings. 

Resolved, That the Senate do not receive the 
protest of the President. 

Upon thesepropositions, Mr. CALHOUN asked 
the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. PRESTON then spoke at some length 
against the principles contained in the protest, but 
in favor of receiving the document. 

Mr. WEBSTER also followed briefly on the 


same side, and moved that the questions be taken | 


separately on Mr. Catuoun’s propositions. 
Mr. CLAYTON then expressed a wish that Mr. 


Catnoun would withdraw his second resolution. | 


This Mr. C, yielded to, but it was opposed by 
Mr. FORSYTH; and as it required the unanimous 
consent of the Senate to withdraw— 

Mr. CLAY moved to lay the resolution on the 
table. 

The motion was decided to be out of order, (Mr. 
Kine, of Alabama, in the chair,) on the ground 
that the two resolutions were one amendment. 

Mr. CLAY appealed from the decision of the 
Chair; and 

Mr. FORSYTH asked the yeas and nays on the 
appeal; which were ordered, and are as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Benton, Black, Brown, 
Calhoun, Ewing, Forsyth, Frelinghuysen, Grun- 
dy, Hendricks, Hill, Kane, Kent, King of Geor- 
gia, Knight, Leigh, Linn, McKean, Poindexter, 
Porter, Prentiss, Robbins, Shepley, Silsbee, 
Smith, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Tomlinson, 
Tyler, Webster, White, Wilkins, Wright—34. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay, Clayton, Naudain, and 
Sprague—4. ; 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 

The question recurring on Mr. Catnoun’s first 
resolution, was then taken, and decided in the 
affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Bibb, Black, Calhoun, 


Clay, Clayton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Kent, | 


Kmght, Leigh, Naudain, Poindexter, Porter, 
Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Silsbee, Sprague, 
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Smith, Swift, Tomlinson, Tyler, Waggaman, 
W ebster—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Forsyth, 
Grundy, Hendricks, Hill, Kane, King of Alaba- 
ma, King of Georgia, Linn, McKean, Shepley, 
Tallmadge, Tipton, White, Wilkins, Wright—17. 

The question then recurring on the second reso- 
lution, was decided in the negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Calhoun, Clayton, Ewing, 
Leigh, Naudain, Poindexter, Robbins—7. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Benton, Black, Brown, 
Clay, Forsyth, Frelinghuysen, Grundy, Hen- 
dricks, Hill, Kane, Kent, King of Alabama, King 


of Georgia, Knight, Linn, McKean, Moore, Por- | 


ter, Prentiss, Preston, Shepley, Silsbee, Smith, 
Sprague, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, ‘Tomlinson, 
Tyler, Webster, White, Wilkins, Wright—34. 

The question coming up on Mr. Forsyrtn’s 
resolution, 

Mr. FORSYTH made a few remarks in sup- 
port of it; when the question on its adoption was 
taken, and decided in the negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs Benton, Brown, Forsyth, 


Grundy, Hendricks, Hill, Kane, King of Ala- | instructions from the Committee of Elections, ac- 


bama, King of Georgia, Linn, McKean, Shepley, 
Tallmadge, Tipton, White, Wilkins, Wright—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Bibb, Black, Calhoun, 
Clay, Clayton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Kent, 
Knight, Leigh, Moore, Naudain, Poindexter, Por- 
ter, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Silsbee, Smith, 
Sprague, Swift, Tomlinson, Tyler, Webster—25. 

The question recurring on Mr. PoinpextEer’s 
resolution, 

Mr. WEBSTER rose, and expressed a wish to 
be heard; whereupon, 

On motion of Mr. POINDEXTER, 

The Senate adjourned. 
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Mr. MITCHELL reported a bill for the relief 
'of John Ashton. Read twice and committed. 

Mr. STEWART reported a bill for the im- 
provement of the steamboat navigation from Pitts- 
burg to Brownsville, Pennsylvania; which was 
read twice and committed. 

Mr. BURGES reported a bill for the relief of 
Ephriam F. Gilbert; which was read twice and 
committed. 
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ed seat in the House between R. P. Lercuer and 

| T. P. Moore, in which the facts relative to the 
|| election were stated in detail. The report con- 
| cludes that Mr. Moore has a majority of either 
‘| 44 or 49 votes, according as a certain principle 
should be recognised or rejected, and recommends 
| the adoption of two resolutions, importing, in sub- 
stance— 

1. That Tuomas P. Moore is entitled to the 
seat in the House, from the Fifth Congressional 
'| District of Kentucky. , 
| 2. That R. P. Lercuer shall be entitled to the 
|| compensation of a member of Congress during his 

attendance on the House the present session. 
|| After the report had been read— 

‘|| Mr. JONES moved that the further considera- 
|| tion of this subject be postponed until Tuesday 
next, and that the report be printed. 

| Mr. BANKS moved to amend the proposition 

to print, by ordering the evidence to be printed. 

|| The SPEAKER inquired whether the gentle- 
|| man from Georgia, [Mr. Jonges,} would accept the 
| amendment as a modification of his motion? 

‘| Mr. JONES said he could not, agreeably to his 





‘| cept the amendment. The evidence in this case 
|| amounted to 1800 pages. If this amendment was 
adopted, judging from the progress of the printing 

ordered by the House, the papers would not be 
|| printed and the case prepared for investigation, 
|| during the present session. The evidence might 
|| be printed by the commencement of the next ses- 


|| sion, but it would not be possible for the members 
|| of the House to investigate the testimony during 


the next session. He felt justified in making this 


by the committee. Though it had permission to 
sit during the sessions of this House, and the can- 
|| didates had furnished them with complete abstracts 
|| of their objections, the committee had not found 
| themselves able to report until this time. If it is 
|| expected that the members should wade through 
|| this immense mass of papers, he could not per- 
ceive the advantage of referring the question to the 
|| committee atall. Almost the whole of the session 
|| had been spent in ascertaining the facts which were 
| stated in the report. He could not consent to put 
the nation, under these circumstances, to the great 
expense of printing these papers. 


| 
| 
statement from the time taken in the investigation 
} 
| 
| 


| 





Mr. HARDIN said, though there were eighteen 


undred pages of manuscript, he had satisfied him- 


Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, by unanimous || Self that it would not make more than two hundred 


tions relative to individual claims; which were 
referred to the appropriate committees. 

Mr. HIESTER reported a bill to incorporate 
the Friendship Benevolent Society of the City and 
County of Washington; which was read twiceand 
committed. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON reported a bill direct- 
ing the running out and marking the line of the 
Chickasaw nation; which was read twice and com- 
mitted. : 

On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, the House, by 
| unanimous consent, took up the bill heretofore 
| reported from the Committee on Territories, 
'| for regulating the election of the Legislative Coun- 
|| cils of Florida, and for other purposes; which was 
'| read and ordered to beengrossed fora third reading. 
| The resolution heretofore presented by Mr. 
'| Manors, declaring that provision should be made 
|| by law for the deposites of public money in the 
|| State banks, then came up, upon the amendment 
|| proposed by Mr. Conwwy, declaring that the de- 
| posites of public money should be restored to the 
| Bank of the United States. 

Mr. GALBRAITH, who was entitled to the 
| floor from a former day, addressed the House in 
| support of the original resolution, and in opposi- 

tion to the amendment. Mr. G. went into a vin- 
_dication of the proceedings of the Legislature of 
| Pennsylvania, and of the views expressed by 

Governor Wolf, in reply to the views heretofore 
|| expressed by Mr, Malian upon this subject. 
|| Before Mr. G. concluded, the hour appropriated 
|| to morning business expired, and, on motion of 
|| Mr. BOON, the House proceeded to the order of 
the day. 


CONTESTED ELECTION FROM KENTUCKY. 


| Mr. SEABORN JONES, from the Committee 
‘| of Elections, made a report relative to the contest- 





consent, presented several memorials and resolu- || and fifty printed pages. The gentleman from Geor- 


| gia [Mr. Jones} had some days past apprized him 


|| that it was not proposed by the committee to re- 
commend the printing of the testimony. He had 


|| inquired of the printer of the House how long it 
|| would require to have this testimony printed, and 
was informed that it could be done at the rate of 
one hundred pages a day. The whole might, 
|| therefore, be printed in less than three days. It 
appeared by the report that many votes had been 
excluded upon principles, the application of which 
|| depended upon contested facts. There were ques- 
|| tions of residence, of infancy, of double voting, 
| and a variety of matters of fact which could not be 
|| properly decided without knowing the testimony. 
| One person might take one view of it, another per- 
son another view. He was not to take opinions 
upon trust. He must examine these papers for 
himself. This question had agitated the State of 
Kentucky from one end to the other, It involved 
the most important right of the citizen—the right 
of suffrage. It could not be properly decided, un- 
less the documents were furnished, upon which 
decision was to be made. And he must be per- 
mitted to say, that among the various parties into 
which the House was divided—of which he enu- 
merated six or seven—there was upon the com- 
| mittee no individual of the party to which Mr. 
| Letcher belonged. 
|| Mr. HARDIN inquired of the Clerk whether 
the evidence had been reported? 

Mr. JONES remarked that the evidence had not 
|| been reported, but it was in the committee-room, 
and could be brought down for the inspection of 

gentlemen. ie ee 

The remainder of the day was occupied in dis- 
cussing the question of printing all the documents 
connected with the subject, which prevailed, and 
the subject was postponed to Tuesday next. 

. The House then adjourned. 
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